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The Church looking across the 

Orchard from Keyham Hall in 1947 
 

Diary Dates 
May: 
21st WI Resolutions Meeting. 
 Hungarton Village Hall 7:30pm 

 
Church Services 

May: 
6th 9am Holy Communion (Hungarton) 
13th 9am Holy Communion (Keyham) 
20th 11am Holy Communion and Confirmation 
 (Billesdon) 
 5pm Compline for Pentecost (Hungarton) 
27th 6pm Compline (Keyham) 
and…… 
 
'Every Wednesday morning - 9:00-9:30 
Morning Prayer - Keyham Church' 
 

Church Flower Rota 
May: 
6th Gill Wheeler 
13th Gill Wheeler 
20th Susan Lansdale 
27th Susan Lansdale 
 
June: 
3rd Christine Hill 
10th Christine Hill 
17th Julie Emberton 
24th Julie Emberton 
  
There is a copy of the complete rota in the 
Church porch, if any dates are not convenient 
please let me know. 
 
Sandra 
 

Parish Meeting Update 
 

For those of you that might not be aware, I was elected to be 
Keyham village meeting chairman on 10th April.  Can I thank those 
of you who supported me in this process and I would like to also 
thank Tony Johnson for his hard work over many years as the 
retiring chairman. 
 
I know that Tony has previously updated you with issues affecting 
the village such as planning applications, pot-holes and fly tipping 
etc.  I have asked Lois Jerman to continue her valuable work 
regarding planning application on the Keyham Conservation 
Committee.  I would urge anyone interested, concerned or 
intrigued about planning matters to consider joining the 
committee. 
 
I have reported various pot-holes around the village to 
Leicestershire County Council, to date they have repaired the 
largest ones and have marked out, with spray paint, a number of 
smaller ones on Snows Lane.  LCC have also confirmed that the 
roadside surface water gully at the junction of Main Street @ Kings 
Lane is blocked.  This is causing the stream down Main Street 
towards the church.  It requires further inspection to ascertain 
what is causing the blockage. 
 
Please also be aware of a road closure on Beeby Road approaching 
Scraptoft, this is scheduled to last about a week from 2nd June.  

 
Finally, and sadly, I have to give notice that due to unexpected 
health matters myself and Vicki are having to leave Keyham.  As a 
result of this I can no longer remain as chairman and I am sorry 
that I have to do this after a very short period.  Therefore, there 
will be a need for someone else within the village to become 
chairman.  I am expecting that we may be moving in August and so 
I need a volunteer before the end of July.  If anyone is interested 
can you please contact me, and there will need to be a formal 
extra village meeting for that person to be elected by a show of 
hands. 
 
Richard Sherry 
Email: r.sherry@sky.com 
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  May 
 

20th May will be Pentecost this year and in the 50 days of Easter 
season which we are now in I am preparing for that celebration.  
At Billesdon there will be 8 young people who will be confirmed 
by the Bishop of Loughborough, Bishop Guli, she works with 
Bishop Martyn across the whole diocese. 
 
As I prepare the young people in school we talk about faith and 
how they have come to believe, we look at the Christian faith as 
it has been written down historically and as we live it today.  
The young people never cease to amaze me when they speak 
about what they believe and how they relate that to their 
everyday lives. 
 
I was reflecting on reading some of Bishop Guli’s story, as a 
young person she was forced to leave her home and seek 
asylum in the UK.  None of the children I am preparing for 
confirmation have this experience, and I doubt that many will 
go on to become Bishop’s but the story of Bishop Guli’s 
experience and faith shows that we never know what is ahead 
of us. 
 
Bishop Guli describes her story in these words… 
“My father was a Muslim convert and we were part of the tiny 
Anglican Community there.  I was the only Christian in an 
otherwise entirely Muslim school and feel that my identity was 
formed by a mixture of Christianity and Islam, East and West, 
Persian and English. As the Islamic Revolution took hold, the 
church and my family became a particular focus.  My father was 
by then Bishop of the Church in Iran.  Events culminated for us 
with the murder of my 24-year-old brother.  No one was ever 
brought to justice but we have always understood that he was a 
target only because he was his father’s son and because of his 
association with the church.  I found myself in England as a 14 
year old and initially a refugee and asylum seeker.  37 years 
later I’m still fascinated by identity and how people can find a 
sense of belonging when they are far from their roots.  I feel 
British, but also Persian and finding a way of combining 
different elements in a healthy and holistic way is very 
important to me, though it is not always straightforward or 
easy.” 
 
I wonder how it is for us?  Where is our identity found?  How do 
we look on those whose roots are different from our own? As 
we prepare to celebrate Pentecost with its events witnessed by 
people from all over the known world I find myself asking the 
questions about how we relate to our wider world beyond our 
borders and how my faith shapes the way I see others. 
 
Rev’d Alison 
 
 

High Importance to all Keyham Residents 
Keyham Conservation Committee would like to 

draw your attention to the following:- 
Leicester & Leicestershire 

Strategic Growth Plan 2018 -2050 
 
The Strategic Growth Plan is a long term, high level 
plan being prepared by Leicester and Leicestershire 
District and Borough Councils. 
 
It is important because if it goes ahead as envisaged, 
its impact will fundamentally change forever the 
character of large areas of Leicestershire, including 
High Leicestershire. 
 
The central element of the plan is a new 4 lane road – 
the A46 Expressway - running possibly from the 
existing A46 near the Hobby Horse roundabout to the 
east and south of Leicester to a new M1 junction 
near Whetstone.  The exact route has yet to be 
decided but it has been suggested that it might cross 
the A47 between Houghton and Billesdon and pass 
close to Hungarton and Keyham. 
 
The area encircled by the Expressway would be a 
“Primary Growth Area” - Greater Leicester in other 
words – including Keyham – which would be 
strategically developed to provide potentially 40,000 
new homes – “21st century Garden Towns, Villages 
and Suburbs” with Leicester playing a “pivotal role” 
as the “central city”. 
 
Leicester City is expected to suffer a significant 
housing shortage in the future and is therefore 
enthusiastic about the strategic growth plan. 
 
The deadline for comments has now been extended 
to May 10th. 
 
Although the proposals may appear to be for a long 
time in the future, if it goes ahead, Keyham and its 
surrounding countryside will certainly change 
forever.  Please look at the information on the 
website at….. 

 
www.llstrategicgrowthplan.org.uk 

 
You will also find a link to a site for your comments. 
 
Lois Jerman 
Keyham Conservation Committee 
 

http://www.llstrategicgrowthplan.org.uk/
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  Biting Nonsense 
 

The gritted teeth of Winter 
masticate so slowly, 

but is luckily a denture 
with a Spring behind; 

pity those whose fitting 
is glued by fog and snow 

or is wound by wind, 
so a breeze of squeeze 

sees dentition in perdition. 
 

Spring Offensive 
 

[With a grateful nod to D Day] 

 
Echoes of the guns 
cover landed seeds, 

as in a dawn offensive 
they claim the territory 

from cavalcades of rooks, 
their growing ranks and files 

ready for the mounted 
tractors of intent 

to restore the spoils of soil, 
and establish gold 

as the fruits of victory. 
 

Beddington 
 

Visions of divinity 
in reciprocation 

all resolve in weighting 
on a kiss of mattress, 

making history or her story 
of vivid screams and dreams, 

for phantasy’s content 
in what’s planted under ducks. 

 
[fantasy & phantasy – now only used in 
studies/matters of the mind; psychology, 
psychiatry / ducks – duvets!] 

 
Oddly 

 

Keyham News Deadline: 
The deadline for 

KN June edition is 
Thursday 31st May 

Articles and photographs to 
The Lodge or 

jandm.hughes@btinternet.com 
 
 
 

 

HUNGARTON & KEYHAM WI NEWS 
 

March Meeting: Gin Tasting - Our March meeting was a fascinating 
talk about, and tasting of, Gin made by Warner Edwards of Harrington, 
Northants.  Helen MacKenzie (the Tour Manager at Warner Edwards) 
gave us an insight into the distilling of gin and the various flavour used, 
in particular the fact that theirs are all natural flavours.  The raw 
alcohol is bought in but the spring water used comes from springs on 
the farm where the distillery is and many of the flowers and herbs are 
grown on the farm.  We tasted all six of their gins starting with the 
Harrington Dry and then the flavoured ones.  A wonderful informative 
evening and the chance to purchase our favourite Gin as well.    
 
May Meeting:  Monday 21st.  The Resolutions meeting in Hungarton 
Village Hall at 7.30p.m.  Mental Health Matters.  Cheese and Wine. 
 
June Meeting: Monday 18th.  Gardens visit.  A picnic by the lake at 
Dixon’s Farm.  Includes wild flower spotting and a faith supper. 
 
July Meeting: Monday 16th Keyham Village Hall.  Mercy Ships: Hear 
about the largest hospital ship in the world. 
 
Charging for Non-Members: As several people have queried the need 
for charging non-members who attend our meetings I thought I would 
explain the reasoning for this.  Our members pay an annual 
subscription of £41 part of which goes to the National Federation, part 
to the Leicestershire and Rutland Federation and the remainder to us.  
We hold eleven meetings a year.  At nine we have a speaker and the 
other two are the Garden visit and Christmas Party.  Prospective new 
members pay a fee to attend a meeting and may attend 3 before they 
are expected to join.  As we are a very small group we open many of 
our meetings to husbands, partners and friends to help swell the 
numbers for the speakers and therefore have to charge those 
attending, the same as we would prospective members.  The current 
charge is £4.00 per person.  The speakers we have charge £30 - £50 for 
a meeting, plus travel, at 40p per mile and ask for an audience of 15 – 
20 people before they will come.  As you will appreciate the cost of 
running the group is more than our income from the fees.  In recent 
years, in order to be able to boost funds to be able to cover the cost of 
speakers, hall hire etc., we have held very successful Plant Sales.  
 
We are a friendly group celebrating our 100th birthday this year!  We 
would welcome new members and the suggestions for speakers, topics 
and activities that you could bring.  We meet on the third Monday of 
the month in alternative village halls. 
 
If you would like any further information please get in touch with me, 
Penny Faulkner or any committee member. 
 
Cynthia McLauchlan, WI President and Karen Holmes 
 
 

mailto:jandm.hughes@btinternet.com
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KEYHAM WILDLIFE 
Going Nuts and Quackers 

 

 
Acrobatic Squirrel at Old White House Farm 

 
Ducks in the swimming pool at Tanglewood 

 
 

Stephen Hawking 
A Tribute 

 
Some say space is filled 

with a nullity, 
some an instant blast 
that leads from a past 

to modernity, 
exposing humankind 

to the pulse creating time, 
from which now you’ve switched 

with our acclamation 
for leaving in our ranks 

your sagacity, 
sifting that eternal 

with your lines of mind. 
 

Oddly 
 

 

 
 

Village News 
 

A warm welcome to Anna and Indy who have just moved in to 
Keyham Kennels. 
 
Our very best wishes to Sue, Kevin and the boys for their new 
life in Whissendine.  Come back and see us often; don’t forget 
Keyham Croquet! 
 
 

 
One of Keyham’s top racehorse owners receiving the 

“Cock of the North” Cup after Crownthorpe’s victory at 
Ripon Races on April 19th 
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  KEYHAM BRIDGE CLUB SUPPORTS LOROS 
 

Eight members of Keyham Bridge Club entered the Annual 
LOROS Bridge Competition and raised £160 for LOROS. 
 
Margaret Whitcomb and John Stanfield won through to the 
final at LOROS HQ.  Margaret tells us how they got on. 
 
“Our visit to LOROS to take part in the finals of the bridge 
competition was both enjoyable and disappointing. 
 
First of all we were taken on a tour of the new LOROS 
Professional Development Centre.  This building was only 
opened in October 2016 and had impressive facilities for 
conferences and seminars.  We also visited the main building 
and it was explained how the system works for dealing with 
patients and their relations.  We also admired the several 
attractive gardens. 
 
We then returned to our venue and had a very enjoyable 
supper with several glasses of wine. 
 
Then came the disappointing part.  We were dealt the most 
abysmal hands of cards.  In fact John had no hand all night with 
more than six points so we were unable to put up a fight 
against any of our opponents.  However, we made up for our 
lack of success at the bridge table by winning a bottle of wine 
in the raffle!” 
 

It's a load of rubbish!! 
Fly tipping please report it!! 

 
Please help keep the countryside around our village free from 
fly tipping.  It's on the increase at the moment both opposite 
the natural burial ground and in the lay by on the road 
between Keyham and Beeby.  It's very easy to report it.  Just 
go online to "Harborough report fly tipping" - simply fill in a 
very straightforward form - anonymously if you wish - add a 
photo it will help.  Don't support it!  Report it! 
 
Lois Jerman 

 
 
 

BYGONE KEYHAM 
 

Former Keyham resident Fiona Davis (now living in 
Perthshire) has sent us with a copy of her late 
mother’s memoir of life in Keyham just after the 
Second World War.  It is entitled: 
 

A Memoir written by Cynthia Wade nee Allen, 
formerly Halliday, on Life in Keyham - as requested 

by 
Dr Ken Davison in late 1989 

 
The first three pages of the memoir are published at 
the end of this edition.  More will follow over the 
summer months.  Like the memoir from Ian 
Chambers published last year it is of great interest.  
We hope you enjoy reading it. 
 
There are photographs too; one is of a very snowy 
Keyham Church in 1947 (see page 1).  Ed 

 
Enforcement Case at Scraptoft Lodge Farm 

(the derelict farm and surrounding land on the 
road to Scraptoft) 

 
I now have confirmation that an enforcement case is 
open on Scraptoft Lodge Farm.  Please see email 
below from the case officer.  I will be in touch again 
when I have an update from the Council. 
  
Regards 
Simon Galton    
  
We do have a case open here that I am dealing with, 
the reference number is 18/00018/COUS. 
  
Initially the allegation was that somebody was living 
in a caravan on the site together with children’s play 
equipment having been erected. This issue was dealt 
with however due to recent complaints I have kept 
the case open.  It now sounds like an untidy land 
enquiry and I will therefore visit again and make a 
further assessment. 
  
I will keep you updated. 
  
Regards 
Jonny Warner 
Planning Enforcement Officer 
Development Management 
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  Road to Scraptoft: Closure in June – The Diversion 
 
Thanks to Lois for this: 
 
“I've got a map which shows the diversions etc. for beginning of June (see page 1).  Massive detours required by 
villagers.  You need a PHD to understand it!!”. 
 
It looks complex but I think it just means that the stretch of road adjacent to the house building site that has been 

controlled by traffic lights recently, is going to have a full closure for a while in early June.  To get to Scraptoft during the 

closure you will have to go via Barkby and Barkby Thorpe or via Houghton (or walk!). 

Ed 
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