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The Racehorse “Clinker” (see page 7) 

 

Diary Dates 
May: 
15th W.I. Resolutions 
 Hungarton Village Hall 7.30 p.m. 
June: 
13th Pilates Classes – see page 2 for details 
24th  Keyham Open Gardens 11am – 5pm 
25th Keyham Open Gardens 11am – 5pm 
September: 
3rd Keyham Croquet 
 Keyham Hall 1:30pm Sunday 
 

Church Services 
May: 
7th 9am Holy Communion (Hungarton) 
14th 9am Holy Communion (Keyham) 
21st 5pm Compline (Hungarton) 
25th (Thursday) 9.30am Ascension Day 
 Holy Communion (Billesdon) 
28th 6pm Compline (Keyham) 
 

Church Flower Rota 
May: 
7th Gill Wheeler 
14th Mair Mitchell 
21st Mair Mitchell  
28th Kim Bird 
June: 
4th Susan Lansdale 
11th Margaret Witcomb 
18th Margaret Witcomb 
25th OPEN GARDENS 
The theme for the KOG Church Flower Festival this 
year will be Countries.  The first choice Charities 
proved to be a little contentious so with that in 
mind we have opted for the second choice 
Countries.  Please let me know your preferences 
(to avoid duplication) and good luck to all the 
ladies involved. 
 
Sandra 
 

 

KEYHAM OPEN GARDENS 

  “KOG 2017”  
 

2 months to go…………… 

Advertising, with the exception of me placing an advert in 
the Leicester Mercury at the appropriate time, is probably 
nearing completion in terms of our strategy.  As mentioned 
last month, the WI magazine April edition carried a sizeable 
advert on the back page and the nationwide Open Gardens 
directory was updated some while back.  The Syston Times, 
Thurmaston Times, Hungarton News, Evington Echo, and 
Queniborough Gazette will all be carrying adverts in May / 
June;  these village magazines / online publications make 
no charge, and have a ‘dates for your diary section’ in 
which I have posted brief details of our event.  All villagers 
too should have received an email attached to which is 
both an A5 flyer and an A4 poster; please help promote and 
publicise KOG as suggested by that email.   The road side 
signs will start appearing from Saturday 10th June; our aim 
is to put signs up on the top road that morning to catch 
those travelling to Hungarton Open Gardens that weekend.  
We will also be asking our friends in Hungarton to put up 
our A4 posters around the village. Nearby village 
noticeboards and shops will be targeted soon.  If you have 
any further ideas for advertising then please contact me. 
 
Another form of advertising is the raffle tickets.  We have 
had many generous donations of raffle prizes from both 
local businesses and villagers thus befitting my description 
of ‘a grand raffle’.   Harborough have now granted us 
license to operate the raffle under the Gambling Act 2005 
thus we have sent off details to the printing company we 
use (in Loughborough) and hopefully we should have these 
ready for distribution w/c 8th May.  As in previous years, we 
will be asking each household to try and sell 4 books.  
 
Please don’t forget our stall holders who are reliant on your 
donations.  Carole (pre-loved clothes, shoes and handbags), 
Ros (books), Elizabeth (plants), Keith & Mary (bric-a-brac), 
Sophie P and Sarah (bottle tombola).  Please contact them 
directly to see when they are able to take your items. 
Thank you. 
 
& lastly, Mr Ed reported seeing Mary Wood making yet 
another HUGE pan of marmalade.  Lovely!  1lb glass jars to 
Mary please. 
 
Margaret Hughes 
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KEYHAM OPEN GARDENS 

  “KOG 2017”  
 

Requests for Help…………. 
 
PRELOVED CLOTHING: Thank you to all who have given me 
their preloved items so far for the clothing stall.  There some 
really nice items.  More is needed though.  Also I still require 
a few more clothing rails if anyone could possibly loan some 
for the weekend.  It is a chance for you all to have a good 
clear out of your clothes!  If you haven't worn something for 
a year or two then you are unlikely to again (so they say on 
the Telly!).  So come on gentlemen, I am selling men's 
clothing too as well as ladies, and children's.  Shoes, hats, 
handbags and scarves.  Carrier bags also needed please.  
Regards.  Carole Johnson 
 
BOTTLE TOMBOLA: Hi all - We are running a bottle tombola 
at Mayfield Barn at Open Gardens this year, so are wanting 
to collect as many bottles as possible!  Therefore please 
could we ask you to look in your cupboards and see if you 
have any spare (anything from champagne to ketchup will 
do!  Obviously though the more alcohol the better!)  Or next 
time you go shopping if there is a BOGOF or such like if you 
wouldn't mind contributing that would be wonderful!!  
Please then could you drop off at Mayfield Barn or Sarah 
Skelton’s (5 Kings Lane; in the jitty by side of her house; or 
call 2595615 and Sarah will collect).  Many thanks in 
advance.  Chris and Sophie and Sarah 
 

Pilates in Keyham 

Are you missing the excitement of ballroom dancing on 
Tuesday evenings in the Village Hall?  Would you like to 
improve your balance, ‘strengthen your core‘, or become 
more flexible?  If so, come and enjoy Pilates again - Linda 
Bouch has kindly agreed to run six further Pilates sessions 
on Tuesday evenings, from 5.30pm until 6.30pm starting 
13th June (please note this is a little earlier than previously). 
 
These are being generously supported again by the Keyham 
Charities and thus free to Keyham residents.  If you have not 
attended before, or have any new medical issues, you will 
need to complete a brief questionaire before you start.  
 
Please contact Linda to register your interest … 
pilatesfitnesscoach@gmail.com or mobile 0750 876 7833 
 
Claire Windle 

 

 
 

May 
 

As the celebration of Easter passes and we enjoy the 
season of Easter the world around us seems to assist 
with our sense of new life and possibility.  
May is the month when we really feel like Spring has 
sprung!  It’s the month when all kinds of events in 
history took place. 
 

5th May – 1930 Amy Johnson was the first woman to 
fly solo from England to Australia 

6th May – 1840 the world’s first postage stamp the 
‘Penny Black’ became valid for use in the UK 

6th May – 1954 Roger Bannister ran a mile in less 
than four minutes 

8th May – 1945 VE Day 

10th May – 1994 Nelson Mandela became the 
President of South Africa 

18th May – 1991 Helen Sharman became the first 
British Woman in Space 

29th May – 1953 Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay 

reached the summit of Everest. 
 
Well I am certain that my achievements this May will 
not be anything like the heights of those 
achievements or momentous occasions in history and 
yet I am sure there will be many significant events in 
my own life and the lives of those I know and love. 
 
It seems to me that the ordinary in our own lives is 
often more significant than we know at the time, it is 
so easy to take for granted events and people, we 
only truly recognize their significance when they are 
gone.  The Gospel stories of Easter show us that same 
process, Jesus friends understand truly who he is only 
after the events of Good Friday and Easter Sunday, in 
these days of the Easter Season we hear stories of 
ordinary events such as Breakfast on the Beach, 
which turns out to be anything but ordinary for Peter. 
 
Peter faces Jesus for the first time since he denied 
him 3 times, Jesus doesn’t have harsh words or 
recriminations for Peter, just the same question 3 
times “Do you love me?”  Peter is given the chance to 
affirm 3 times just as before he denied three times.  
In the ordinary situation of Breakfast with friends 
Peter experiences the extra-ordinary Love of God, 
may it be the same for us this May. 
 
Rev’d Alison 
 

 

 

mailto:pilatesfitnesscoach@gmail.com
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Hungarton Country Gardens 
10 & 11 June 2017 

 
There will be several beautiful open gardens ranging 
from pretty country cottages to the more formal 
homes.  With a range of homemade refreshments, 
BBQ and ice creams, a large plant stall selling hardy 
perennials, shrubs and climbers, various craft 
demonstrations, a cakes and preserve stall, children's 
games and a village competition, also this year we are 
very pleased to have TV and Radio Gardener Ady 
Dayman attending and he will be answering all your 
gardening questions and plus many other attractions. 
 
DATE: 10th – 11th June 2017 
TIME: 11:00 – 17:00 
PRICE: £4.00 per person, children free 
SATNAV: LE7 9JR 
 
Helen Roscoe, Hungarton 
 
 
 
 

 

Keyham Film Night – Double-Bill 
(see also Tom & Sue’s report on page 8) 

 
Greatly encouraged by the turnout for the film night in April, a 
double-bill with a train theme; receipts suggested 33 in the 
audience some of whom had enjoyed a pre-cinema meal and 
glass of wine in the pub too.  I particularly enjoyed the 
documentary film This Year, London.  I followed up the 
evening with a thank you email to Pete Groschl, our usual 
projectionist, for making the film recommendations.  Next film 
night will be sometime in October.  Thank you to those who 
supported and continue to support this evening. 
 
Margaret Hughes 
 

As Scraptoft expands towards Keyham… 
… it’s not just houses 
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 KEYHAM BOOKWORM’S MONTHLY READ 
THE BIRDWATCHER by WILLIAM SHAW 

 
William Shaw is an author best known for the Breen 
and Tozer crime series set in sixties London.  He works 
as a journalist in both the US and UK and has written a 
wide range of books covering everything from crime 
thrillers to Los Angeles gangs trying to break into the 
hip hop scene.  The Birdwatcher is a standalone thriller 
set on the Kent coast and will appeal to any "twitchers" 
amongst the KN readership as well as those of you who 
like a good police "whodunnit". 
 
The main character is William South, a Kent policeman 
happy with his role in the community. South actively 
avoids becoming involved in any murder investigations 
for one good reason - he is himself a murderer.  
However when South's best friend is murdered at his 
home close to South's he has little option but to 
become involved and from that point on Shaw skilfully 
links South's childhood in Northern Ireland during the 
troubles to this violent death on the south coast of 
England. 
 
The relationship between South's new boss DS 
Alexandra Cupidi and Cupidi's daughter Zoe is skilfully 
developed throughout the novel and as the plot moves 
on Shaw links South's childhood connections in 
Northern Ireland to the murder of his friend.  The 
Birdwatcher is an atmospheric slow burn that intrigues 
throughout and has an unexpected and thrilling ending 
with no shortage of red herrings along the way.  
Although Shaw has on more than one occasion stated 
The Birdwatcher is a one off don't be surprised to see 
him develop the character of DS Alexandra Cupidi in a 
future book as much remains to be discovered about 
her past life in London's Met. 
 
Amazon is the best place to buy The Birdwatcher as 
they have it for £3.99 on Kindle and £3.85 in paperback 
excl p&p.  Waterstone's on the other hand have the 
paperback at £7.99 incl p&p. 
 
As always enjoy your reading! 
 
Bookworm. 
 
PS If you liked Girl On A Train, Paula Hawkins follow up 
novel " Into the Water" is published in May and 
Waterstone's have it at half price on pre orders via 
their website. 

VILLAGE NEWS 
 

Brett and Ellie announce the birth of our beautiful son.  
Born on the same day as his mummy’s birthday 30/03/17 
he was 7lbs 7 ½ ozs and came into our world at 5.45pm all 
happy and healthy.  We are loving our new family life and 
want to thank everyone in the village for all their 
generous and thoughtful gifts, cards and well wishes. 
 
It’s good to see Anne Markee making good progress after 
her recent knee replacement. 
 
(With all of the new hips and knees down Snows Lane, Mr 
Ed suggests the formation of a covers band called “The 
Replacements”.  Suggestions for songs to cover to KN – 
e.g. “Hippy-Hippy Shake” – cornier the better, of course). 
 
Dear “Everyone in Keyham”.  Please accept my apologies 
if you have been affected by the smouldering fires in my 
garden.  I am clearing some brambles and nettles etc. 
ready for my wedding.  I am clearing most away but some 
needs to be reduced by burning.  It will only go on for a 
couple of days.  Best Wishes David Lloyd 

 
Plague of Sycamores! 

 

 
 

I don't know if anyone else has put a message in for the 
next Keyham New regarding the seedlings in the picture.  
They are Sycamore Tree seedlings and grow rapidly, our 
entire garden boarders, grass, guttering etc. are covered 
in them.  You have to pull each one out by hand 
otherwise they will grow into 2 meter tall sycamore trees 
before you know it.  I don't know where they have blown 
in from but it's a nightmare especially before Open 
Gardens.  Samantha at The Cottage 
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Extracts from the Keyham Parish Website:- 

Parish News 

Sun, 30 Apr 2017 13:05 by Tony Johnson 

Some of the issues below remain unresolved.  I have chased Leicestershire County Council for updates. 

The issue of the hedge on Keyham Hill needing to be cut has been raised again with Simon Galton.  Awaiting progress.  

I have reported the level of rubbish dumping at the derelict farmhouse to Harborough and as a result an enforcement 

order has been raised to ensure that the owner gets the rubbish cleared. 

I have reported the deterioration of the road (again) on the sharp bend on Keyham Lane.  I have asked whether a more 

robust solution can be found to this recurring problem. 

The damaged road surface outside Mayfield Cottage/Barn has been escalated after no progress and as a result one 

kerbstone has been replaced.  Still awaiting completion. 

Road signs at the junction of Hungarton Lane and Ingarsby road - seemed to have become dislodged.  Reported to 

Highways. 

Planning Matters 

Sun, 30 Apr 2017 13:00 by Tony Johnson 

Please go to the planning section for any information on Keyham area Planning Applications.  The map link is now 

working so you can look at any application by clicking on the map for the appropriate location.  All current planning 

issues were discussed in some detail at the Parish Meeting. 

Parish Meeting 

Sun, 30 Apr 2017 12:59 by Tony Johnson 

This year’s Parish Meeting was held on Monday 10th April at 19.30 in the Village Hall.  

Thanks to everyone that attended; I hope that you found it interesting and informative.  Minutes will be put on the web 

site in due course. 

The website link is: http://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/ 
 
Tony Johnson, 
Chairman of Parish Meeting 
 

 

 

http://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/news/2017/04/outstanding-parish-issues
http://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/news/2017/04/planning-matters
http://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/news/2017/04/paeish-meeting
http://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/
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It’s a Gas! 
 
I've had this email from Calor Gas as we are a customer.  Would 
their Community Fund be if any interest to you or someone you 
know?  See below.  Regards, 
Rich Sherry 

 

https://www.calor.co.uk/communityfund/?utm_campaign=176013

6_APR17_CRCF_CustomerEmail__v1-

01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Calor%20Gas%20Ltd&dm_i

=28Q7,11Q4O,3DMAMQ,33SUP,1 

Keyham News Deadline: 
June Edition 

The deadline for KN June edition is 
Wednesday 31st May 

Articles and photographs to The Lodge or 

jandm.hughes@btinternet.com 

TIP: FOR QUICK, ONLINE ACCESS TO KN SIMPLY GOOGLE: 
“KEYHAM NEWS” 

 

More Litter Picking 

Hello all, I've recently signed up to do bronze 
Duke of Edinburgh and part of this means I 
have to do a section on volunteering.  I chose 
to do litter picking because the litter in this 
area recently has been quite bad.  For the last 7 
weeks my mum and I have been out once a 
week collecting the litter.  We have been 
surprised and fascinated by the range of things 
we have found while picking the litter.  This 
varying from a football boot , cans of coke, a 
babies nappy and a stash of at least sixty out of 
date pork pies!  Recently you may have seen a 
big gang of us out in the village kindly 
organised by Richard Skelton working as a team 
collecting a lot of rubbish! Hopefully we will 
keep on keeping our environment clean.  My 
next job is to write to Harborough Council to 
provide more bins.  Thanks. 
 
Felicity Wheeler 
 

 
Felicity 

 
Pork Pies! 

https://www.calor.co.uk/communityfund/?utm_campaign=1760136_APR17_CRCF_CustomerEmail__v1-01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Calor%20Gas%20Ltd&dm_i=28Q7,11Q4O,3DMAMQ,33SUP,1
https://www.calor.co.uk/communityfund/?utm_campaign=1760136_APR17_CRCF_CustomerEmail__v1-01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Calor%20Gas%20Ltd&dm_i=28Q7,11Q4O,3DMAMQ,33SUP,1
https://www.calor.co.uk/communityfund/?utm_campaign=1760136_APR17_CRCF_CustomerEmail__v1-01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Calor%20Gas%20Ltd&dm_i=28Q7,11Q4O,3DMAMQ,33SUP,1
https://www.calor.co.uk/communityfund/?utm_campaign=1760136_APR17_CRCF_CustomerEmail__v1-01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Calor%20Gas%20Ltd&dm_i=28Q7,11Q4O,3DMAMQ,33SUP,1
mailto:jandm.hughes@btinternet.com
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  KEYHAM HISTORY: 
Horse Racing Connections 

 
If you happened to be on your roof 
adjusting your TV aerial on the 31st March 
1826 you’d have had a grandstand view 
of what has been described as the first 
National Hunt steeple chase.  Captain 
Ross on Clinker was challenged by Lord 
Kennedy to a £1000 wager on a race from 
Barkby Holt via Hungarton to The 
Coplow. 
 
At the time there was massive interest in 
the wager and several thousand turned 
up to watch.  As with all hyped sporting 
events it turned into a damp squib when 
Captain Ross gave his opponent a nudge 
into the first fence causing him to fall, 
leaving him to romp home unchallenged 
(see the extract opposite from The Field). 
 
According to Ros there was a gallops 
along where the ex-council house are on 
the Ingarsby Road.  Various racing related 
residents: Joseph Waid – Justice of The 
Races (1901), Arthur Archer (The Cottage) 
– Turf Commission Agent (1911), Albert 
Balding (Keyham Hall) – Horse Dealer 
(1911). 
 
And what was the reason behind William 
Frederick Miles bankruptcy in 1905?  The 
amount of assets he had to sell to cover 
his debts would have raised a fortune: 
 
Keyham Hall + 103 Acres; Nether Hall; 
The Dog & Gun; The Cottage; 9 Cottages; 
The Slaughterhouse; The Smithy; Farm in 
Beeby; Farm in Hungarton; 7 Cottages 
(Hungarton); Farm in Twyford; Farm in 
Frankton, Warks; Farm in Sharnford; 
Farm in Frolesworth; The Plough & 
Harrow, Frolesworth; 37 Friar Lane – 
Miles Land Agents Office; £20k worth of 
East India Stocks 
 
A little losing streak on the “gee-gees” 
perhaps? 
 
Steve Bailey 
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  Keyham Railway Themed Film Night 
‘Brief Encounter’ and ‘This Year, London’ 

 

   

The main film, ‘Brief Encounter’, is a Classic, splendidly directed and acted, and one that most of us (perhaps us of ‘a 

certain age’) will have seen and remembered with affection.  It is a Period Piece, a reminder of Times Past.  And so is 

the second film in a very different way.  ‘This year, London’ is a documentary made by British Transport Films in 1951.  

Seemingly it was filmed by one Cameraman, certainly truly professional.  It is the one that the Eds requested us to 

report in KN. 

This 25min film condensed much of life in Leicester in 1951, the year of the ‘Festival of Britain’.  Leicester was 

prosperous then with well-established businesses in the Shoe Manufacturing and Textile Industries and the 

Engineering Industries associated with them.  

The Shoe Manufacturing in Leicester had some 120 companies employing about 180,000 people in the factories.  

There was a paternalistic attitude within the companies and the film was of an outing to London for the employees.  

Travelling by Steam Train from Leicester Station to St Pancras - the Station there was noisy and full of the belching 

smoke of the trains.  About 4 charabancs met the train and then the day continued with a tour of the sights of London, 

with lunch and onto Hampton Court for a cruise on the River Thames, singing of spontaneous choruses.   Later, there 

was Tea and the chance to go to the theatre or other entertainment before the late train to Leicester where transport 

awaited to get them back to their own homes in the city.  Quite a day!   

But changes were not far away.  In the Shoe Trade the major development was in the introduction of the moulded 

soles for footwear and that coincided with the availability overseas manufacturing capacity.  This was cheaper and did 

not require the machinery skills to stitch shoes so important in Leicester.  We are not aware of a single shoe 

manufacturer here now. 

The BU (British United Shoe Machinery Co) was by far the biggest manufacturing company of its type in the world – 

4000 people producing the components and machinery, and some 3000 in the Offices – with quill pens used for the 

stock records.  Tom remembers this era – the clerks could be identified by their handwriting on audit.  Most machines 

were leased out to the factories in Leicester and worldwide.  And in due course many machines were returned and 

rebuilt for re-leasing - good for steady cashflow.  Alas all this has gone.  There was a steady decline.   The BU is no 

more though still there are depots around that maintain the machines which continue to be used.  The BU had an 

excellent Apprenticeship scheme - including day-release to study at the Technical College.  The Education continued 

with employees attending regular courses at for example in Loughborough (now University), PERA and so on.  

Research and Development were important.  So was the Welfare- Medical Centre, Canteen, Club with Dancehall 

(Blood donations) and BU Sports Ground at the top of Mowmacre Hill.  There was an excellent Personnel Department 

where Sue spent a couple of weeks in her vacation in 1957.  And Tom made it his business to meet her - the rest is 

History. 

Tom and Sue Scutt, Hungarton 
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 HUNGARTON & KEYHAM WI NEWS 
April’s W.I. meeting was a relaxed one this month.  We 
decided it would be nice to share our stories of memorable 
trips or holidays we had had.  Of course there were tales of 
keys left in boots in the middle of nowhere, a really 
interesting stay with the first nation people of Canada and 
lovely trips to crofters’ cottages in Scotland.  We also heard 
about all the times most of us have tried to smuggle in Stilton 
to different parts of the world.  Our meeting was well 
attended and Keyham ladies made some delicious cakes. 
Thank you. 
May 15th Hungarton Village Hall: We shall be finding out 
about how micro plastics are damaging our Seas, marine life 
and food chains.  We will also be looking at how we can 
tackle loneliness in our communities.  We will be lobbying the 
government on these issues if we decide to vote in favour of 
the resolutions. 
June 19th Quenby Hall: We are so excited about our Garden 
Visit to Quenby Hall.  We will take a bring-and-share supper 
and meet at 7pm. 
Karen Holmes 

 
Brief Encounter 

The film’s a searching record 
engaging in a depth 

and sensitivity 
well defined emotions 

from a fated meet 
which blossoms into love, 

but with so little traffic 
except in swooning hearts, 

those whose hair parted straight 
in diction well defined 

learned to part and not relate, 
leaving robust feeling 

to a tender fate, 
with that so English ring 
of doing the right thing. 

 

Oddly’s Octo Gone 
They say I’m now an octogen 

yet I cannot see or sense 
that I have developed more, 
still having only two of most 

and only one of some. 
It would be fun if they were right 

and I sprouted something, 
eight of anything 

would thrill me to the core. 
 

Oddly 
 

Fly-Tipping in Harborough 

 
 

The above item has been copied from Simon 
Galton’s Newsletter.  I was watching the telly the 
other night about fly-tipping and the main message 
to householders was to ensure that any contractors 
and skip-hire companies working on your behalf 
dispose of rubbish in the correct manner and have 
the necessary license for waste disposal.  Legally, 
the responsibility for correct waste disposal is with 
the householder.  Ed 
 
Next Saturday, 6th May, sees the return of the 
Artisans' Spring Market at the Old Grammar School 
in Market Harborough.  Many Leicestershire 
designer-makers - including Keyham jewellery-
maker Susan Lansdale, will be showcasing their 
work, from 10am-4.30pm.  Free entry! 
 

 


