
  

Page | 1 
MARCH 2022 

KEYHAM NEWS 

   

All Saints Church Keyham 

Service for March 
Holy Communion 

10am Sunday 20th March 
 

 
 

With the start of March, some sunny days and with crocuses in full bloom, Spring is definitely on the 
way.  We are planning to celebrate spring with a concert in the church on the evening of the 11th 
March with some talented musicians and speakers from our village.  The proceeds will be donated 
to Macmillan Cancer care.  (Stop Press: over £200 raised, full report in KN April edition) 
 
Unfortunately, Nicky McGinty is still not able to take our services and for our Communion Service on 
the 20th March, we look forward to welcoming back Revd. Jeff Hopewell.  Jeff has been a long-
standing supporter of our church and did his curacy here in the 1980s.  He retired to live in Billesdon, 
and with Philip Norwood and Christine Blodwell, the three are helping to keep the ministry going, 
until Alison is replaced. 
 
In February, we were scheduled to have Archdeacon Richard.  However, at the last minute, illness 
intervened and we got a real surprise, when the new Bishop of Loughborough, Bishop Saju joined us.  
Born and bred in India, he came to England in his early 20s and before his appointment to the 
Diocese of Leicester, he was vicar of Gillingham.  The Gospel reading for the day, was about Jesus 
calming the storm on the Sea of Galilee and indeed it was very appropriate.  Storm Eunice, the worst 
for over 30 years, had just passed over and storm Franklin was howling in the trees around the 
church.  He spoke about human storms, those which we have to face in day-to-day life: social, 
financial, health and family storms. 
 
With the Covid epidemic, at least looking to be abating at the moment, we are now faced with the 
storm of the full scale war in Ukraine.  But of course, there are so many such man-made storms 
going on around the world.  Some like Ukraine’s, have lasted for years, including those in Myanmar, 
Angola, Yemen, Syria and Somalia, to mention only a few.  Our thoughts and prayers go to all those 
suffering the effects of these upheavals and we pray that those with any influence to stop them, can 
try and turn things round, to bring peace to their nations. 
 
Richard Windle 

 
 



  

Page | 2 
MARCH 2022 

KEYHAM NEWS 

 

 
Diary Dates 

 
March 
2nd Keep Fit #1 Village Hall 7:00pm 
9th Keep Fit #2 Village Hall 7:00pm 
11th Celebrate Spring Church 7:30pm 
15th Initial Jubilee Planning Meeting 7:30pm 
16th Keep Fit #3 Village Hall 7:00pm 
20th Holy Communication Church 10:00am 
22nd Village Hall AGM Village Hall 7:30pm 
23th Keep Fit #4 Village Hall 7:00pm 
30th Keep Fit #5 Village Hall 7:00pm 
 
April 
6th Keep Fit #6 Village Hall 7:00pm 
12thAnnual Parish Meeting Village Hall 7:30pm 
 

Billesdon Surgery 
Dispensary - New Opening Times  

 
KN had been informed of revised opening times for 
The Dispensary at Billesdon Surgery. 
 
Follow the link from the Keyham Village Website 
(desktop version) to the surgery website or go 
directly to the site from here. 
 

Billesdon Surgery 
 

Keyham News Deadline 
 

The deadline for 
KN April edition is 

Thursday 31st March 
Articles and photographs to 

The Lodge or 
keyhamnews@btinternet.com 

@copyright Keyham News 2022 
Keyham Village Website 

 
 

 

 

Chairman’s Report 
 
Upcoming meetings: 
Just a reminder - 
15th March 19.30 Initial Jubilee Planning Meeting 
12th April 19.30 Annual Parish Meeting 
Both meetings in the Village Hall. 
 
Planning applications: 
Please ensure that you check for any applications 
that might potentially affect you, or the village to 
any extent. Follow the instructions on the Parish 
website. 
 

Keyham Village Website – Planning Applications 
 
Highways: 
Pot hole hill has now become Patchwork Hill after 
two days of closures (is that really the best they 
could do).  I’ll be monitoring closely for any new 
signs of deterioration. 
 

 
 
The Pub: 
How marvellous to have our pub back!  It makes 
such a huge difference to the village now that we 
can all socialise again in such a friendly and 
welcoming environment.  All the Latest News from 
the Dog and Gun is on Facebook. 
 

Dog and Gun Facebook 
 
Tony Johnson, 
Chairman of Keyham Parish Meeting 
 

https://www.billesdonsurgery.co.uk/
mailto:keyhamnews@btinternet.com
mailto:keyhamnews@btinternet.com
https://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/
https://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/
https://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/planning2.html
https://www.facebook.com/dogkeyham
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Plans to Re-develop Scraptoft Lodge Farm 
 
Keyham News has been informed of following- 
 
“This month, there will be an application submitted for the re-development of Scraptoft Lodge Farm (the derelict 
old farmhouse on Keyham Lane East).  The development company will be submitting an application through 
Marroms Planning Consultants to bring the old farmhouse back to its former glory and re-instate the surrounding 
barns which will be used as a luxury events venue. 
 
The scheme will consists of 2 function areas with an additional courtyard space.  The design team have gone 
through an extensive landscape design process to make sure it is sympathetic to its rural surroundings whilst not 
compromising on the aesthetics.  A fine dining restaurant may be introduced as part of this scheme at a later 
date. 
 
Construction of the project is unlikely to require any road closures so it will not impact traffic travelling to and 
from Scraptoft. 
 
If anyone has any questions or concerns, they can contact the Marroms Team on the following email address.” 
 
Brian.Mullin@marrons-planning.co.uk 
Megan.Simpson@marrons-planning.co.uk 
 

 

mailto:Brian.Mullin@marrons-planning.co.uk
mailto:Megan.Simpson@marrons-planning.co.uk
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Tony Hill is Ninety 
 
Tony celebrated his 90th birthday in style on Sunday 
20th February. 
 
Christine organised a fabulous party for family, 
friends and neighbours in the village hall to mark the 
occasion. 
 

 
Tony at 90! 

 

 
Tony and Christine with Family Members 

 

Keyham Petanque Club 
 
Having had 2 years off because of COVID, Keyham Dog 
and Gun Petanque Club will be commencing the 2022 
season in late April. 
 
The club has been active for decades (40 years, perhaps) 
and has been very successful in both the Leicestershire 
and Rutland Leagues. 
 
The club is, however, now down to one team which will 
compete in Division 1 of the Leicestershire Summer 
Leagues on Wednesday nights.  They are expecting to 
have a successful season so please feel free to come and 
watch them play. 
 
The team is made up of players from Keyham and nearby 
villages and has won the Summer League and various 
Cups on a regular basis over the years. 
 
In the past few months, two club stalwarts have sadly 
passed away.  They will be greatly missed.  Club 
members drank to their memory at the recent AGM. 
 
Brian Atkin played for all teams almost from the start 
and was Club Treasurer for many years. 
 
Mick Garratt, from Scraptoft, played for the first team 
for many years and was a regular at the D&G along with 
his wife Jane, particularly when Trevor and Yvonne were 
the licensees. 
 
If you would like to know more about playing Petanque, 
Pete Hawker is Club Chairman; Peter Gothard and John 
Stanfield are both players. 
 
John Hughes, 
Club Secretary 
 

 
Petanque – Boules 
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Hungarton & Keyham 
Women’s Institute Suspension 

 
After much thought and heart searching, and after 104 
years in existence, we are sad to announce the suspension 
of Hungarton & Keyham WI for a period of six months.  The 
institute will close permanently if a new committee cannot 
be formed at the AGM on 17th October 2022. 
 
Our WI needs new members to survive.  Current 
membership is ten, nine from Hungarton and one from 
Keyham, which is not viable, and most of us have been 
members for a long time.  We were all young when we 
joined – with jobs, families and other commitments, but 
once a month we had some ‘me’ time!  Friendships were 
forged that have endured for many years, not only in the 
two villages but also the surrounding ones within the Robin 
a Tiptoe group, of which H&K is a member. 
 
We have had amazing speakers and have heard about 
Mercy Ships off the coast of West Africa, medical detection 
dogs, bats and hedgehogs, how to make a super-duper 
cocktail, and de-bone and stuff a goose, amongst a myriad 
of other topics too many and varied to list.  We have 
attended local and national conferences, voting on 
campaigns that have informed and influenced legislation – 
the National WI being a powerful pressure group.  We 
have visited many local gardens and places of interest, had 
picnics and parties!  And wine!  And cake! 
 
The current committee have all served for many years.  It’s 
now time for a change of direction and our WI needs new 
blood if it is to continue.  Is anyone willing to take up the 
baton? 
 
Committee, Hungarton & Keyham WI. Feb 2022 
 
Our next meeting is Monday 21st March, 7.30 in Hungarton 
VH, when we will make an Owl Paperweight. 
 

WI – Thirty Years Ago 
 
I recently discovered a copy of KN from Xmas 1997.  Why 
had I kept it?  Because I had hosted a WI visit to Hamilton 
Police Station and opposite you can see Elizabeth’s write-
up.  What Elizabeth didn’t report was that the cheeky and 
charming Sergeant in charge of the cells that night had 
locked a few of the ladies in a cell (at their own request, I 
hasten to add).  Thirty years on, that Sergeant is now the 
Chief Constable of Lincolnshire Police!  Ed 
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Man of Means 
 

This parody of kindness 
has no sterling notes 

just bless you as small change 
thrown into beggars’ caps 

always from a distance 
as he wants to be a loan. 

 
 

In My Garden 
 

Sunflowers have a father 
currants are electric 

lettuce is a prey 
cabbage grows to taxi 

cauliflowers growl 
beetroot has some lashes 

parsnips do not breed 
potatoes grow with nails 

leeks arise in pipes 
artichokes need thumps 

carrots rust their transport 
cereals are forever 

and cucumbers in a row 
grow longer as you wait. 

 

A Tragedy 
 

Tears will tear 
across the page 
in a tear of rage 

leaving tares of paper 
in tiers of discontent 

which measure the lament. 
 

Oddly 
 
 
 
 
 


