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New Gents Toilet at the Village Hall?  See page 8 for the true story 

Diary Dates 
March: 
11th Village Hall Management Committee AGM 
 Village Hall 7:30pm 
16th  WI: 100 Years of Wedding Clothes 
 Keyham Village Hall 7:30pm 
April: 
28th Parish Meeting – Village Hall 7:30pm 
 

Church Services 
March: 
1st 9am Hungarton Holy Communion 
8th 9am Keyham Holy Communion 
15th No Services 
22nd 4pm Hungarton 
 Mothering Sunday Service for All Ages 
22nd 6pm Keyham Compline (Night Prayer) 
29th 11am Hallaton 
 Launde Deanery Churches Together Service 
 

Church Flower Rota 
 
As we are in Lent, there will be no flowers until the 12th 
of April when it is a joint effort for Easter Sunday. 
Commencing the following week: 
19th Margaret Hughes 
26th Margaret Hughes 
May: 
3rd Susan Lansdale 
10th Susan Lansdale 
17th Julie Emberton 
24th Julie Emberton 
31st Margaret Witcomb 
 
Sarah 
 
 

Nether Hall Garden Open in June 
 
Thank you everyone who called in to Nether Hall on Tuesday 
or who came to the meeting in the evening.  This year we 
shall be unable to hold the traditional Open Gardens and we 
shall have  to scale everything down, so what we have 
decided is no 'Open Gardens' for Keyham but instead the 
garden at Nether Hall will open at 1.30 on Saturday 20th and 
Sunday 21st June. 
 
There will be more details later but just to let you know an 
outline:- 
 

There will be no lunches served by us, but there will be tea 
coffee and drinks and cakes/sandwiches during the 

afternoon 
 

The Dog and Gun will be open and serve drinks and burgers 
 

We aim to have a massive plant stall and the Nether Hall 
garden will be full of interesting and unusual plants.  More 
details to follow.  We shall appreciate help from as many 

people as possible 
 

The Church will be open and decorated and people will note 
the improvements and redecoration 

 
Peter and John have kindly agreed to have their garden 

open which we know people love to see 
 

We shall hold regular meetings about arrangements in the 
near future.  Hoping for your support and ideas. 
 
Elizabeth and Hugh, Tel No: 01162 595 214 
Our Email:   henderson@netherhallkeyham.co.uk 
      

 
 

Keyham News Deadline: 
The deadline for 

KN April edition is 
Tuesday 31st March 

Articles and photographs to 
The Lodge or 

jandm.hughes@btinternet.com 
@copyright Keyham News 2020 

 

mailto:henderson@netherhallkeyham.co.uk
mailto:jandm.hughes@btinternet.com
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Chairman’s Monthly Update: March (cont) 
 
Parish AGM: 
The Parish AGM will take place at the village hall 
on 28th April @ 7:30pm.  I look forward to seeing 
you there.  Please inform me of any topics to 
include within the agenda 
chairman@keyhamparish.org.uk  
 
Planning applications: 
  
Diversion of Public Bridleway D31 (part)  
Notice of making a public bridleway (part) 
diversion order at the kennels has been 
approved.  Copies of the order are displayed on 
the Parish notice board, on the bridleway at 
Snows Lane and as the bridleway joins Ingarsby 
Hall’s land. 
  

Installation of a horse walker, erection of a 
multipurpose barn, installation of an all-
weather riding arena and erection of 2 wooden 
isolation stables  
Keyham Stud Farm Ingarsby Road Keyham 
Leicestershire  
Ref. No: 20/00050/FUL | Validated: Mon 27 Jan 
2020 | Status: Pending Consideration 
  
Works to tree (fell)  
Cottage Farm Main Street Keyham 
Leicestershire LE7 9JQ  
Ref. No: 20/00037/TCA | Validated: Mon 13 Jan 
2020 | Status: Approved  
 
If you wish to make comments, raise concerns, 
express approval on any applications you can do 
so at: 
www.harborough.goc.uk/view-and-comment-on-
planning-applications 
 
Any concerns regarding development which you 
feel does not have planning permission, you can 
inform Harborough District Council at: 
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/enforcement 
 
Anna 
 

https://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/ 
 
 

Chairman’s Monthly Update: March 
 
Scraptoft Housing Development: 
I attended a meeting to understand the current status of the 
planned housing development on and next to Scraptoft golf club 
grounds.  The meeting was attended by neighbouring parishes, 
councillors, planning department and developers. 
  
In summary, the planned development includes up to 1,200 
homes, a local centre, primary school, nursery, elderly care 
accommodation, GP surgery, open/landscaped areas and 
sporting facilities.  A separate application has been submitted to 
relocate Scraptoft golf club to Houghton. 
  
The housing development is in line with the council’s strategic 
plan and therefore will go ahead.  The development’s design is 
to be finalised.  Comments on the proposed plan are invited and 
will be considered in achieving the final design. 
  
Concerns have been raised, key ones being location of the 
primary school (traffic impact and pupil intake), sporting 
facilities location (traffic impact) and general impact on the 
highways (Scraptoft, Thurnby, access to Leicester city centre).  I 
have expressed concerns additional traffic could pose passing 
Keyham and Hungarton. 
  
Local parish councils have agreed to work together to quantify 
traffic impact of the development and possibly propose 
solutions to be incorporated. 
 
Application documents for the development can be accessed via 
the planning section of Harborough District Council’s website: 
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/planning reference: 
19/00700/OUT. 
  
I would like to compile comments on behalf of our Parish and 
submit via the planning portal.  If you would find it useful for me 
to hold a drop-in session at our village hall to discuss the 
proposed site and collate comments, please let me know via 
chairman@keyhamparish.org.uk.  Alternatively, you can email 
comments to me and they shall remain anonymous in the 
submission.  Individual comments can of course be submitted 
via the portal. 
  
Fly-tipping continues….  
….at Scraptoft Lodge Farm.  Thank you again to those of you 
who are raising awareness with myself, Scraptoft Parish Council 
and HDC.  HDC remove fly-tipping on public highways, rubbish 
within a landowner’s boundary is the responsibility of the 
landowner to remove.  Removal of all rubbish is currently being 
sought and applying pressure on the system does help! 
 

mailto:chairman@keyhamparish.org.uk
http://www.harborough.goc.uk/view-and-comment-on-planning-applications
http://www.harborough.goc.uk/view-and-comment-on-planning-applications
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/enforcement
https://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/planning
mailto:chairman@keyhamparish.org.uk
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March 2020 
 

The church year in springtime often seems at odds 
with the world around us. When everything else is 
growing and blossoming, the idea of fasting – 
giving up something – during Lent can feel very 
disconnected. However, things aren’t as they 
seem.  
 
The idea of giving up something is a bit like spring 
cleaning. In clearing away, for instance, a 
distracting or less healthy habit, we give ourselves 
a bit more room in our lives for reflection, and 
perhaps if you are that way inclined, to think 
about spiritual stuff – and that space allows 
ourselves to grow, to unfurl and see where 
glimmers of light lead us, in all aspects of our lives. 
Whatever your beliefs, I encourage you to take 
some time to find something inspiring or 
nourishing for your interior or spiritual life. 
 
In a world often divided by politics and hatred - 
sadly which the wider Church also has sometimes 
been (and can still be) guilty of, I can personally 
say for myself, the very core of Jesus’ message is 
that love is God’s greatest gift and wins over 
everything else. The clearest Bible verses 
illustrating this for me are Matthew 22.35-40 and 
1 John 4:7-21. 
 
If you’re interested in exploring Christianity 
further, or perhaps thinking you want to make 
following Jesus a more significant part of your life, 
you are welcome.  
 
On Sunday 14th June there will once again be a 
service in Billesdon, led by the Bishop, for all the 
villages in this area (Launde Deanery) together, for 
anyone Year 6 and above who would like to be 
Confirmed – to mark a special moment of 
commitment to following the Christian faith.  
 
So whether you’re 10 or 110, if you might like to 
take the time this spring to explore further and 
take a spiritual step, especially if you’re interested 
in Confirmation, please do get in touch – we’d 
love to hear from you. 
 
Rev’d Rosie 
 

https://www.facebook.com/keyhamchurch/ 
 

Village People 
 
The Lansdale’s are delighted to announce the arrival of a new 
grandchild.  Rose Katherine Lansdale was born in Guildford on 
4th February. 
 
Welcome to Rebecca moving in to Church Cottage; Farewell to 
Suzannah leaving Church Cottage. 
 
Congratulations to Sylvia and Chris who recently celebrated 
their Golden Wedding anniversary at the Langton Arms. 
 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE - SELAG 
Expressway “Announcement Plans” Postponed 

 
News from Midlands Connect is that contrary to previous plans 
to announce more details regarding the likely route of the 
proposed new A46 Expressway in Leicestershire this has now 
been postponed until the Summer of 2020 or in the view of 
SELAG more likely the Autumn.  Midlands Connect is the 
organisation promoting the new Expressway idea which has 
been eagerly taken up by the Authorities in Leicestershire to 
form the core of the Strategic Growth Plan for the City and 
County.  SELAG along with the CPRE are fighting this idea since if 
accepted it is likely to blight large portions of rural south and 
east Leicestershire.  The Plan envisages the building of a large 
number of houses and commercial premises along the route.  
Little regard has been paid to the environmental impact both as 
regards Climate Change and Biodiversity.  Lip service by the 
Authorities but no real acceptance of the problems caused.  All 
the Leicestershire MPs have met and discussed and agree that 
Leicester City must take a bigger share of the future housing 
needs.  This is the main factor driving the Expressway in 
Leicestershire.  The City should not be allowed to dump their 
housing needs onto the County.  Philip Bland Chairman of 
SELAG is confident that with the right support these plans can 
be defeated. 
 
Philip Bland, 07909927336, Feb 4th 2020 
 

https://www.facebook.com/keyhamchurch/
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All Saints Church Keyham 
 
We are pleased to announce that the alterations to our village church in the 
form of removing some pews at the rear of the church to provide space round 
the front and to allow construction of a small servery together with repair work 
and decoration of the chancel ceiling together with repair of the crack at the 
north corner of the chancel are now all completed. 
 
We have already had the pleasure of using the servery after services and plan to 
use this area to hold an informal VE Day bring and share tea in the church on 
8th May.  Also a mass baptism of a younger generation of the Emberton family 
in January showed up the benefits of the new extra space around the front. 
 
We are also planning a dedication service in the spring and we hope that 
villagers are pleased with and will benefit from the alterations made. 
 
Richard 

 
H.M. Land Registry 

 
Steve Bailey’s entertaining article Muckle Brinks recalls a time when property 
ownership was proved with documents setting out events over many years 
ending with the transfer to the present owner.  These showed full names and 
occupations, often former addresses and usually a plan locating the building as a 
named field, so nearby water and other features were easily related.  They also 
recorded marriages deaths and other similar matters so were an interesting 
history of any property.  These were all abandoned with the conception of H. M. 
Land Registry implemented in the early 20th century as the Registry only records 
present descriptions with a bare location plan; how much history have we lost in 
the cause of brief efficiency. 
 
A sad David Witcomb 
 

Matriarch 
 

This figure carries coverings 
of every sort and kind 
and is cured in spirit 
to become a mum 

then safely stored away 
until one day discovered 
by another generation 

who restores her wrapping 
as a mummy very grand. 

 

Earthy 
 

The mud of dialect 
Should be left in place 

On any boots of rhetoric 
To protect and soften 

Stiffer tongues and soles 
Then cured by salty residues 

In that trace of loam from home. 
 

Ground Skipper 
 

Assailing on the Hoe 
keeping docks away 

I tack my patch again 
a see of loams and soils 
as toils of crews within 

and pirate bees without 
raiding nectars’ gold 

from the produce borne 
on the tide of spring 
while I cruise around 
in the tranquil sound 

wearing just some hose 
to feel those rising currants 

as swells of my content. 
 

Spring Rain 
 

From the trembling leaf 
a pearl of water drops 
upon a warming earth 

the richness of the years 
re-released again 

by nature’s cycle of the rain 
so heaven’s constant tears 

clean man’s grime of shame. 
 

Oddly 
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  Appeal for Witnesses 
 
There was a road traffic incident south-east of Keyham 
on Ingarsby Road near to Billesdon Coplow at 
approximately 3pm on Friday 28th February, and 
witnesses are sought. 
  
A vehicle was travelling towards the Coplow and shortly 
before Tilton Lane was hit by a bale (wrapped in green 
plastic) falling from a trailer towed by a silver Ford truck 
which was heading in the opposite direction, towards 
Keyham.  There is evidence on the road in Keyham which 
looks like a second bale was lost, if anyone in Keyham 
saw that?  The trailer will have had about five bales when 
reaching Keyham. 
  
The hit vehicle has been substantially damaged, and the 
driver suffered minor injuries from the airbag 
deployment. 
  
If anyone saw anything, please contact Leicestershire 
Police, citing crime number: 324/28Feb2020 ("Car vs. 
Bale") 
 

Hungarton & Keyham WI 
 

 
 

Our next meeting is on March 16th - 100 Years of 
Wedding Clothes etc. by Felicity Austin.  Keyham Village 
Hall 7:30pm.  Non-members welcome - £4 per person. 
 
Penny 
 

BLACKTHORN BUZZ 
 

The brook rages at the bottom of my field, but "Ratty" 
has not dared to poke his nose out of his cosy winter hole 
yet.  Water still lies in pools on the grass, but the eight 
alders we have planted love the soggy conditions! 
There are stirrings in the hedgerows, though.  Hawthorns 
are showing their fresh green, and the Blackthorn is 
starting to flower.  On February 14th I saw the first 
Bumblebee (quite large, so probably a queen, I think) and 
last week a tiny Goldcrest hopping in the brambles.  It is 
the smallest bird in Europe, smaller than a wren! 
 
Last time I wrote a piece for Keyham News, I was so 
excited to have read "Wilding" by Isabella Tree.  This 
time, I have another recommendation, which, perhaps all 
of us who are interested in caring for our precious eco 
system may want to read.  It is called "The Garden 
Jungle" and is written by Dave Goulson, who is professor 
of Biological Sciences at Sussex University. 
 

 
 
This is not an academic book, but is full of important 
information about the wildlife that is right under our 
noses, and what we, as humans, who rely so subtly on it, 
can do to help.  Dave Goulson has made a lifetime study 
of Bumblebees and all the other pollinators that plant life 
depends on, many of whom are in serious decline.  His 
book is laced with warmth and humour and also contains 
an invitation to join "Buzz Club" which is free and runs 
small projects to support the research that his team are 
doing at Sussex.  Have a look ( www.thebuzzclub.uk )!  It's 
an inspirational idea!!! 
 
Ann Markee 
 

http://www.thebuzzclub.uk/
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Would the parish priest have been a Norman appointee? Given 
that in Norman England the Church and State were let’s say 
close, we can safely assume that the Keyham priest, would have 
been appointed by a Bishop who was not disposed to rock the 
Norman boat. 
 
But, I digress. Getting back to language – the Mass would have 
been in latin – it would have been celebrated by an educated 
cleric, and in 1250 the first language of the educated was 
Norman-french. The Keyham parishioners spoke neither latin or 
Norman-french, they spoke middle english, the linguistic post-
conquest development of old english.  
 
Here’s an example of middle english, it is radically different to 
our modern english:  
 

man com & se how schal alle ded li: 
wen yolk comes bad & bare 

moth have ben ve awaẏ fare: 
All ẏs wermēs yt ve for care:— 

bot yt ve do for god ẏs luf 
ve haue nothyng yare: 

yis graue lẏs John ye smẏth 
god yif his soule hewn grit 

 
Here’s the same text in the dialect we presently speak: 
 

Man, come and see how all dead men shall lie: 
when that comes bad and bare, 

we have nothing when we away fare: 
all that we care for is worms:— 

except for that which we do for God's sake, 
we have nothing ready: 

under this grave lies John the smith, 
God give his soul heavenly peace 

 
[Memorial to John the smith, who died in 1371; Parish church of 
St Bartholemew, Brightwell Park, Oxfordshire.] 
 
And here’s what old english, and then at 1.00 (minute), what 
middle english sounds like: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NB2Z6pZBNA 
  
So what do I take from this tale? 
 
Well personally a sense of wonder, that 770 years ago in 
Keyham a Norman-french speaker, was saying the Mass in latin, 
to a congregation of middle english speaking peasants (nearly all 
of whom were illiterate). What a special village in which we live. 
 
Geoff 
 
 
 

 

Keyham: The Past is a Foreign Country 

I have recently read The Story of English by Joseph 
Piercy. It’s a lovely readable book and yet is plainly 
based on much scholarly research. I learned a lot 
about Keyham from this book.  
 
Of the Piercy book, here follows a much-
compressed narrative the like of which sometimes 
leaves the author at the mercy of correction by 
P.E.Dant. 
 
So, bearing in mind that this is a Reduced 
Shakespeare Company type article, here we go. 
 
In The Story of English, Piercy writes that following 
the departure of the Romans in the early 5th 
century, there followed an invasion of this sceptred 
isle by Germanic tribes of Angles, Jutes and Saxons. 
 
In the intervening 600 plus years leading up to the 
Norman conquest in 1066, the aforementioned 
Germanic tribes evolved a language that we now 
know of as Old English. 
 
Old English is the earliest historical form of the 
English language. It was spoken in England and 
southern Scotland in the early Middle Ages. Until 
the Norman conquest, Old English was the language 
of the King and his Court. 
 
From the Norman conquest until the end of the 
14th century, Norman-French (which was quite 
different from the standard French of Paris of the 
period), was the language of the King and his Court. 
This is regarded as marking the end of the Old 
English era, as after the conquest Norman-French 
heavily influenced the native language. The 
Norman-French influence led the native language to 
develop into what we now know as Middle English.  
 
Which brings me to All Saints Church in Keyham. 
The earliest known reference to Keyham is in the 
11th century. The earliest references to the church, 
date it to the 13th century or the 15th century. For 
the purpose of this article I will assume the former.  
 
So, it’s a Sunday in round about the year 1250 in 
Keyham. In The Story of English, Piercy reminds us 
that following the conquest, Norman appointees 
replaced nearly all of the earlier Saxon nobility and 
landowners. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NB2Z6pZBNA
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  The Carvers of Ingarsby Old Hall 
 

The Carver family were resident at Ingarsby Old Hall from 1790 to 
1880, having previously lived in Thrussington and Kirby Muxloe.  
By 1880 the Carver family were rich and powerful players in the 
import of Egyptian Cotton into the mills of Lancashire, and were 
living in Egypt, Morocco, Gibraltar, Yorkshire and Prestwich, nr 
Manchester.  Previously they had imported Sherry and Port for the 
hunting scene and exported finished cotton goods to Morocco. 
 
Benjamin Carver (1823-1912) remembered with great fondness his 
times at Ingarsby. His father, John, hunted with the Quorn and 
there are tales of the hounds going through Carvers Spinney and a 
young 9 year old Benjamin on hearing the hunt nearby jumps on a 
young half broken mare called ‘Soothsayer’ and joins in the chase.  
He was in the choir at Hungarton which ‘gave attendance’ at 
Keyham Church many times.  When they went to Keyham Church 
they would leave their cart with the Miles family and walk down 
their paddock to church. 
 
One friend of the Carvers was Edmund Creswell. The Creswells 
have a long history of senior appointments in the Navy.  He visited 
from Gibraltar in 1836 and loved the Leicestershire countryside 
and was interested in the local place names, from which he made 
a verse; 
 

Tilton, Twyford, Houghton 
Bushby, Thurnby, Stoughton 

Norton, Frisby, Gaulby 
Thorpe Satchville and Great Dalby 

Barkby, Beeby, Keyham 
How I like to see ‘em! 

 
When they moved to Ingarsby in 1790 they found an old Oak bed 
at the top of the house.  To the Carvers knowledge Ingarsby had 
been a grange or farm of Leicester Abbey and they were told that 
the bed is the one in which Cardinal Wolsey died in 1530. This is 
told in Whites ‘History of Leicestershire’ 1846.  This bed found its 
way to Benjamins house in Prestwich in 1880 and he himself died 
in it in 1912.  The bed still exists!  It is with Manchester Art Gallery, 
but currently in storage. 
 
If anybody has any information of the Carvers time at Ingarsby or 
their connections with Keyham, I would be honoured to receive it 
at martin.jharper@btinternet.com 
 
Martin Harper, Prestwich 
 
[Martin is a friend of ours from the world of horse racing.  He lives 
in Prestwich and was researching local history when he discovered 
the Prestwick-Ingarsby-Keyham connection.  Eds]  
 
 

 

 
The Carver Bed – I visited Manchester Art Gallery last week 
and they kindly shared this photograph of the bed and let 

me see their file on it from their archives 

 
Carver Ingarsby – An image of Whites 
‘History of Leicestershire’ from 1846 

 
Benjamin Carver a – A photograph of a photograph from an 
old Carver album of 1861. This album is in Canada where I 

had tracked down some relatives 

 
Benjamin Carver by Henry Calvert – A photograph of a 

painting that is hung in another Carver relatives house/farm 
in East Yorkshire. I know this place and look at it every time I 

pass…….on my way to Beverley Racecourse 
 

 
 

mailto:martin.jharper@btinternet.com
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 THE TAYLORS ON TOUR 
 

We’ve had some memorable experiences in New 
Zealand and one of the most memorable was a visit to 
a public loo (when you’ve got to go you’ve got to go).  
No panic; this was cultural.  This loo on the Main Street 
of Kawakawa was designed by the Austrian architect 
Friedensreich Hundertwasser.  We’d seen his quirky 
colourful irregular block of flats in Vienna and wanted 
to check this out too.  They run tour buses here to see 
it and it’s amazing; you just want to laugh.  Who cares 
about the porcelain; just enjoy the humour of it. 
All the best from sunny NZ. 
Edna & Richard 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Diversion of Bridleway D31 
 
There's a notice up about this at by the BW sign at the end 
of Snows Lane.  It's not easy to see as it's by the little gate 
which is too narrow to use by most riders and may not be 
seen by all walkers.  I also see there's a copy up on the 
village hall notice board so all can view this - except that 
it's getting a bit wet thanks to Storm Dennis! 
 

Representations either in support or otherwise need to be 
in 12th March so it's important that local people know as 
soon as possible.  Leicestershire CC have sent me the full 
set of stuff as I did personally send my comments on the 
proposed diversion last month. 
 
Joan (Mayfield Meadows) 
 

 

 
 


