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 Diary Dates 
February: 

28th Strictly Comes to Keyham 
 (Lesson #8) Village Hall 7:00pm 
March: 
2nd Green Bin Collections Re-commence 
7th Strictly Comes to Keyham 
 (Lesson #9) Village Hall 7:00pm 
12th Keyham Litter Pick: Bus Shelter 10:30am (see p.2) 
14th Strictly Comes to Keyham 
 (Lesson #10) Village Hall 7:00pm 
20th WI: SPEAKER-June Norris 
 Keyham Village Hall, 7.30 pm 
21st Strictly Comes to Keyham 
 (Lesson #11) Village Hall 7:00pm 
27th Village Hall Mge. Cttee. AGM 
 Village Hall 7:00pm 
28th Strictly Comes to Keyham 
 (Lesson #12) Village Hall 7:00pm 
April: 
4th Film Night Double Bill in Village Hall 7:30pm 
 (see page 3) 
10th Parish Meeting in Village Hall 7:30pm 
 

Church Services 
March: 
1st 7pm Ash Wednesday 
 Holy Communion Hungarton 
5th 9am Holy Communion Hungarton 
12th 9am Holy Communion Keyham 
19th 6pm Compline Keyham          
26th 4pm Mothering Sunday 
 Family Service Hungarton 
 

Church Flower Rota 
March: 
LENT:  No Flowers 
25th Ruby and Tom's Wedding 
April: 
2nd/9th LENT..... No flowers 
16th Margaret Witcomb 
23rd Carole Johnson 
30th Carole Johnson 
A reminder to ladies who haven't let me know their 
preference regarding the theme for the Church during 
Open Gardens.  We have a lot of suggestions i.e. 
transport, countries, British landmarks, greetings cards 
(birthdays, anniversaries etc.) hats, traditional sweets, 
unusual containers, musical themes, months & seasons, 
Church containers, composers and charities. 
Sandra 
 

KEYHAM OPEN GARDENS 

  “KOG 2017”  
 
Open Gardens continues to bloom……….. 
 
There will be 11 gardens open on the weekend, plus the 
allotments; grateful to those of you who have 
volunteered to open this year, there wouldn’t be an 
event otherwise. 
 
Refreshment stations are confirmed at the Village Hall 
(light lunches, teas and cakes), The Cottage (cream teas) 
and The Dog & Gun who will be selling burgers specifically 
for our event.  Lots of willing helpers are always needed 
to prepare & serve lunches, cakes and cream teas. 
 
Some stall holders are now asking for contributions. 
 
Carole Johnson writes ………. 
 
PRELOVED CLOTHING: Shoes and accessories required.  
Women's, men's or children's.  Any good quality clothing 
or shoes.  ALSO handbags, purses, scarves and hats.  
PLUS, if anyone has a garment rail or rails that could be 
used on the day this would be much appreciated.  Please 
save your unwanted items for the stall in my garden at 
Mayfield Cottage. I am happy to receive any items from 
April onwards.  Thank you.  Carole. 
 

Ros Atkin writes ……… 
 
BOOK STALL: Adult and children’s books needed for the 
book stall. All types (except text books and 
encyclopaedias) will be most welcome.  Paperback fiction, 
gardening and cookery books are always popular.  Do 
drop them round or ring us (216) and we can collect.  
Brian and Ros. 
 
Mary Wood has already started making marmalade for 
the event and has set herself an impressive target.   She 
needs 1lb jam jars NOW please so, instead of recycling 
them, drop them round to Mary.  Thank you. 
 
Mary and Keith are doing the bric-a-brac stall too but 
they can’t take items until May.  However please keep 
this stall in mind if and when you decide to de-clutter as 
is the fashion these days; this stall always does well. 
 
Continued on page 2…… 
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……Continued from page 1 
 
In addition to the event itself, please note...... 
 
On Saturday evening, Chris and Sophie Page 
have kindly invited villagers to their home / 
garden for a drink.  It is an opportunity for us to 
have a quick catch-up on how the event is doing, 
plus a nice way to round off day 1. 
 
We encourage villagers to congregate in the 
Village Hall on Sunday evening as we eagerly 
await the appearance of our Treasurer (Brian 
Atkin) and his projected forecast on monies 
raised.  Bring your own food / drink for the 
evening if you wish. 
 
We will draw the raffle on Monday evening 
before going walkabout round the village visiting 
the gardens / flower festival in the Church.  
Always a relaxed event and an opportunity for 
those who weren’t able to get round all the 
gardens at the weekend.  The walkabout will 
finish at The Emberton’s garden where Paul and 
Julie are kindly providing drinks and nibbles for 
us. 
 
Advertising has started too with me making 
contact with a number of publications.  An entry 
about our event has been submitted to The Open 
Gardens Directory, a UK-wide database.  
Volunteers maintain the database; details are 
‘garden / plant’ focussed.   
 
And lastly, could someone please volunteer to 
take on the co-ordination of the raffle?  Since last 
month’s article 3 further prizes have been 
donated. Last time the raffle raised £1453 (total 
profit for the event was £8424); it is second only 
to the gate money and thus a significant 
contributor to the overall profit.  Sarah Skelton 
kindly pulled this together last time but she is 
‘raffle weary’.  I will continue to contact 
contributors from last time but hope to hear 
from a ‘volunteer’ very, very soon. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Margaret Hughes 
 
 

 

A Load of Rubbish 
 

As you may know, we often talk rubbish in Keyham, in Keyham 
News and at village meetings.  However, the true extent of the 
problem became especially apparent to me last weekend while I 
was out running (just a quick 4 miles before breakfast!).  Not only 
does the litter look appalling, it also presents a hazard to people 
and wildlife.  I was only thinking how this needed some direct 
action when I came across a couple from Hungarton doing just 
that.  Armed with litter pickers and bags, they had cleared the 
verges on both sides of the road from the bridge (just past 
Keyham Churchyard) right up the hill to the right-hand turn for 
Hungarton; see the effect for yourself the next time you are out 
that way, the difference is amazing! 
 
I thought that this could act as a catalyst and inspiration to us!  I 
am proposing (and this doesn’t have to be painful or onerous) that 
a group of willing volunteers from the village set aside just an 
hour/hour and a half (or whatever time you can spare) one 
Sunday morning, to clear a given area around the village.  Maybe 
we could trial it for one session and see how we get on.  If 
successful, we could repeat until we are rubbish free and stay that 
way. 
 
Now that Spring is on its way, it’s the perfect time to start.  High 
vis vests, litter pickers and bags will be provided and 
arrangements will be made for Harborough District Council to 
collect and dispose of/recycle the litter.  To start with, how 
about…….. 
 

Sunday 12 March at 10:30am 
 
………. (finishing 12 noon latest), meeting at the brick bus shelter 
on Keyham Lane.  I noticed that the minor road connecting 
Keyham and Beeby is particularly bad, so maybe we could start 
there? 
 
I will co-ordinate things, so if there any problems and questions, 
please let me know on 2595615. 
 
If you could let me know if you are able to help, by emailing me in 
advance (skeltons2015@yahoo.com), that would be very useful 
for planning. 
 
I will report back in the next edition of Keyham News. 
 
Thank you in advance. 
 
Richard Skelton 

 

mailto:skeltons2015@yahoo.com
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MOTHERING SUNDAY

 

Keyham Film Night – Double-Bill 
 
Our next screening will be on Tuesday 4th April 
commencing 7.30pm at Keyham Village Hall when our 
films will have a railway theme:- 
 

“Brief Encounter” followed by “This Year, London” 
 

Total duration will be 2 hours.  Brief Encounter needs no 
introduction.  This Year, London was made in 1951 by 
British Transport Films and follows the adventures of a 
group of workers from a Leicester shoe-making company 
who travel down south for a day in the “Smoke”.  To 
quote a review ‘Most of the gents wear suits and ties, and 
the women seem old before their time, and they all 
manage to avoid staring at the camera too often as it 
records their special day.  A valuable social document’.  
 
Tickets £4 as usual, please bring your own refreshments 
and cushions (if you wish to upgrade from the cheap 
seats).  Pay on the door.  
 
Hopefully a pre-cinema meal offer will be available from 
The Dog & Gun; details to follow separately. 
 
Please support if you can and thank you to those who are 
already planning to come along.  
 
Margaret Hughes 
 

KEYHAM NEWS: ANOTHER WALKOUT? 
 
Thanks to Joan (Mayfield Meadows) for the photograph 
showing what happened the last time Keyham News 
production staff “walked out”…….. 
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 KEYHAM BOOKWORM 
FOREVER YOUNG by OLIVER KAY 

 
Books re star football players are not generally at the front of Bookworm's 
reading queue given they tend towards the stereotypical ghost written resume 
of "inside" stories from Arsenal, Liverpool, Manchester United et al.  However 
when Oliver Kay writes a book it is time to sit up and take notice.  Kay is the 
chief football correspondent for the Times and his articles are typically both 
well written and "different".  Starting as a trainee on the Nottingham Evening 
Post Kay has worked his way up to being one of the UK's top sports reporters 
and "Forever Young" is his first book. 
 
When researching an article on Ryan Giggs someone brought a young Irish 
footballer, Adrian Doherty, to Kay's attention.  Doherty fascinated Kay and on 
researching further he decided it was a story that needed to be told.  From 
being a quiet but extremely talented young lad in Strabane, Northern Ireland, 
Doherty rose through the ranks to being on the verge of Manchester United's 
first team along with Ryan Giggs at the tender age of 17.  No less an authority 
than Sir Alex Ferguson rated Doherty as the best of the bunch that included 
Giggs, Scholes and the slightly younger Neville brothers, Beckham and Butt - the 
famous class of 1992.  However Doherty was an enigma.  Having played for the 
A team or reserves on a Saturday morning he would opt to go busking in 
Manchester city centre in the afternoon rather than watch the first team play.  
Here was a United youngster who always wore second hand clothes, loved Bob 
Dylan, wrote poetry and music, studied theology and amongst other things 
French existentialism - KN readers will get the picture. 
 
So highly did Ferguson rate Doherty that as a youth player he offered him a five 
year contract at United - something unheard of at the time or indeed since. 
Equally amazing was Doherty's decision to refuse it and eventually they settled 
on a three year deal.  Ferguson's tolerance of Doherty's laid back and non-
conformist demeanour was testimony to his talent given the Scot's strict 
approach to discipline whilst managing United. 
 
Having made the substitutes bench for United's first team Doherty then 
suffered a serious knee injury and what follows is an amazing tale of how his life 
moved on leaving football behind to concentrate on doing what he truly wanted 
to do.  Kay's book is as you would expect extremely well written and gives a 
great insight to Doherty's life.  At times it is a very sad as well as intriguing 
recollection of a tremendous talent destined for great things but ending in 
tragedy.  Short listed for the William Hill Sports Book of the Year this is a book 
for not only football lovers but also anyone interested in the non-conformity of 
youth. 
 
Amazon have it on Kindle at £9.99, hardback at £16, excl p&p, and if you wait 
until 4th May, paperback at £8.99 again excl p&p. Waterstones have it in 
hardback for £16 incl p&p. 
 
As always enjoy your reading! 

 
Bookworm 
 

VILLAGE NEWS 
 
Congratulations to Mary & Keith who 
celebrated their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary in February. 
 
A very happy “significant” birthday to 
David Witcomb (KN’s very own 
Oddly) in early March. 
 

PETANQUE CLUB AGM 
 
The Keyham Petanque Club held its 
AGM on 8th February in the Dog and 
Gun.  Pete Hawker (Chairman) 
reported that the club’s 1st Team had 
finished runners up in the First 
Division of the Leicestershire League 
and had won the prestigious 
President’s Cup.  Tim Kirkpatrick had 
won the Don Hatton Trophy in the 
club’s end of season tournament.  
Resigning Treasurer, Brian Atkin was 
thanked for his work for the club over 
many years.  The new season is 
scheduled to start in April and run 
through until September. 
 
John Hughes, Secretary 
 

VILLAGE HALL: 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

AGM 
 
The Village Hall AGM is scheduled for 
7:00pm on Monday 27th March.  This 
is NOT the Keyham Parish Meeting 
but it is an open meeting for all 
residents to have their say about the 
running of the Village Hall. 
 
Committee numbers are dwindling 
so, if you would like to join us on the 
committee please let me know. 
 
John Hughes, Chairman 
 
TIP: FOR QUICK, ONLINE ACCESS TO 

KN SIMPLY GOOGLE: 
“KEYHAM NEWS” 



  

Page | 5 
MARCH 2017 

KEYHAM NEWS 

  

Following on from Tony’s update regarding BT Broadband in KN February, I asked HERBS to 
let us know how things are going with its service………. 

 
HERBS Broadband into 2017 

 
By any measure the HERBS Broadband and telephone project was ambitious by planning 14 distribution points across a 
wide area of East Leicestershire. Demand however persuaded us to expand our reach and we now support 29 
distribution points servicing 33 villages and outlying properties and this has been completed from initial planning in just 
two years.  A substantial achievement we believe. 
 
With such a project there were bound to be some teething problems, and we realised last autumn that our service 
provider was having some difficulty in managing such a project.  As service delivery to customers was being affected 
we arranged an external audit of the network to determine what should be done to bring the network up to the 
required level of customer expectation.  We were sufficiently impressed with the content of the audit that we asked the 
company concerned to undertake the work involved and subsequently to take over the role of customer support.  
 
This has taken place over the last 9 weeks, clearly with great success as last weekend (mid-February) we saw the 
highest usage of the network to date by some margin. 
 
Some areas of the network have proved more challenging in terms of the remediation work.  The route to South 
Croxton and Keyham, which also services Thorpe Satchville, being the greatest challenge and unfortunately costing 
significant amounts of money to bring up to standard.  The equipment up-grading was completed by weekending 
Saturday 11th February, and allowing for some testing time and last minute adjustments, should be finalised by the 
weekending 18th February.  We then expect all customers in these villages and outlying properties to receive a 
completely satisfactory service. 
 
For those that have had periods of below standard service the HERBS Directors, none of whom receive any 
remuneration, thank you for your patience and greatly appreciate your support.  We set out to provide high speed 
broadband to rural East Leicestershire, areas of which were either having to wait months or years for speeds greater 
than 1 or 2 Mbs and with some villages and outlying properties facing the prospect of never receiving anything 
worthwhile. 
 
HERBS do not aim to make a profit as such but simply to remain solvent to support the network going forward, to make 
a donation when possible to the churches who are providing some of the distribution points, Keyham being one, and a 
minimum dividend to those individuals who have invested in HERBS to make this possible. 
 
Our choice of a wireless network to provide a solution for East Leicestershire was that it could be deployed within a 
reasonable budget relatively quickly and provide a speed of broadband to the user which did not deteriorate relative to 
their distance from the source unlike fibre to the cabinet which will drop off substantially. 
 
We value every one of our customers. We offer a quick locally provided response should you need support and we trust 
that we will be able to continue to provide a first class service to the community for years to come. 
 
David Baggett 

……….. as decision day approaches for those of us waiting to upgrade to Superfast 

Broadband, it would be good to hear from HERBS users in Keyham about their experiences. 

Ed 
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  You will have received a copy of “FOCUS” recently 
from Cllr. Simon Galton.  KN spotted a couple of 

features with particular “Keyham relevance”: 

 

 

 

Snowdrops in Keyham (Photo: Tony Johnson) 

Parish News 

Tue, 21 Feb 2017 16:40 by Tony Johnson 
 
This year’s Parish Meeting will be held on Monday 10th April at 
19.30 in the Village Hall.  Further details available next month. 
 
The pot hole on Keyham Hill has now been repaired. The issue of 
the hedge on Keyham Hill needing to be cut was escalated to 
Simon Galton.  He has contacted the land owner directly and he 
has undertaken to get the tenant to cut the hedge back. 
Awaiting progress. 
  
I have reported the deterioration of the road (again) on the 
sharp bend on Keyham Lane.  I have asked whether a more 
robust solution can be found to this recurring problem. 
The damaged road surface outside Mayfield Cottage/Barn has 
been escalated after no progress. 
 
Grit bin on Snows Lane.  Thanks to Ian Bridgwood for cutting 
away the vegetation so that grit can be extracted if required.  
Still determining what to do about a replacement. 
 
Road signs at the junction of Hungarton Lane and Ingarsby road- 
seemed to have become dislodged.  Reported to Highways. 
 
I’ve made a formal request to HDC that the road between 
Keyham Hill and Scraptoft golf club is swept due to the high 
levels of litter.  I'm also concerned about the dumping of waste 
in the grounds of the derelict farmhouse again so have reported 
this. 

Planning Matters 

Tue, 21 Feb 2017 16:37 by Tony Johnson 
 
Please go to the planning section for any information on Keyham 
area Planning Applications.  The map link is now working so you 
can look at any application by clicking on the map for the 
appropriate location.  However, I suggest that you look at the 
following: (click the link) 
P/17/0115/2 (Poultry Farm) 
16/00120/FUL (Walker’s Stables) 
 
Keep your eye on the Parish Website for “up to the minute” news.  
Any information in KN about upcoming village events etc., will be 

incorporated into the “What’s On” calendar of the website. 
The website link is: http://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/ 

 
Tony Johnson, 
Chairman of Parish Meeting 
 

http://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/news/2017/02/outstanding-parish-issues
http://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/news/2017/02/planning-matters
http://www.charnwood.gov.uk/planapp/541412
http://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=O1IPZ2HWGJ000
http://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/
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 KEYHAM HISTORY: World War I 
A couple of years ago I researched the histories of the men from Hungarton killed in WW1.  Standing at the Hungarton 
war memorial last November and listening to the names being read out, I thought it might be interesting to do the 
same for Keyham. 
 
The Roll of Honour in Keyham church lists a total of twenty four men from the village who served in the First World 
War, of whom five died.   Further information about them is provided below. 
 
Frank Holmes was born in Keyham in the second quarter of 1886 and was living in Keyham in 1891.  His father, Charles, 
was an agricultural labourer.  His mother, Mary, had been born in Hungarton.  By 1901 he was working as a page boy 
but still living at home.  He was a private in the 13th Royal Canadian Battalion, service number 132029.  He died in the 
attack at Hill 70, Loos, on 15 August 1917, aged 31. 
 
Bertram Manday (a.k.a. Harry Bertram G Mandy) was born in Keyham on 8 December 1895.  In 1911 he was a page to 
the Tabbener family who lived in Bushby and owned a hosiery manufacturing business.  He joined the Leicestershire 
Regiment on 4 September 1914 and died in action on 2 October 1917, aged 21.  His War Gratuity of £14 10s was paid to 
his father William James, a domestic groom, on 17 November 1919.  His brother, Leslie William, born in 1894, also 
served in the Leicestershire Regiment.  He survived the war and died in 1976. 
 
Roger Miles (a.k.a. Roger Thomas William Miles) was born in Keyham in the second quarter of 1883 and was living at 
Nether Hall in 1891.  The 1891 census describes his father William, also born in Keyham, as “living on own means”.  In 
1901 he was living at 20 Magdalen Terrace, Hastings with his aunt, Esther Miles.  He joined the Reserve Regiment of 
Cavalry as a private and then became a second lieutenant in the Leicestershire Regiment.  He was awarded a medal on 
14 September 1916 and died in the third battle of Ypers on 1 October 1917, aged 34.  His War Gratuity was £57 12s 7d 
 
George Ralph Miles (a.k.a. Ralph G Miles and Ralphe G Miles) was Roger’s younger brother and was born in Keyham in 
the third quarter of 1884.  He was also living at Nether Hall in 1891.  In 1901 he was a boarder at Harrow school.  He 
joined the Dragoon Guards as a lieutenant and died on 10 March 1918 in the Somme, aged 33.  He is buried at Tincourt 
New British Cemetery in France. 
 
William Taylor was born in Old Dalby in 1895 and was living at Tunnel Lodge, Dalby on the Wolds, in 1901.  His father 
was a grazier and his mother was a Stilton cheese maker.  By 1911 his family had moved to Keyham and he was working 
on his father’s farm.  His mother had given up cheese making.   He was a Private in Royal Warwick Regiment, 
registration number 16/2069, and died in Flanders on 16 April 1917, aged 22.  The Roll of Honour also lists Joseph 
Taylor, who may have been his brother. 
 
Laurie Faulkner, Hungarton, February 2017 
 

 

          Bert Mandy with his Mother    Leslie William Mandy         Roger TW Miles 
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March Magazine 
 
In Affectionate Remembrance of ENGLISH CRICKET, which died at the Oval on 29 August 
1882.  Deeply lamented by a large circle of sorrowing friends and acquaintances R.I.P.  
N.B. — the body will be cremated and the ashes taken to Australia. 
 
 
The above mock obituary appeared in the Sporting Times on the second of September 
1882, and refers to England’s loss to Australia at Oval on the 29th August of the same 
year.  It was one of the first ever cricket matches between England and Australia, and 
the English fans were outraged that their team had lost to a ‘colony’ of the Empire.  The 
journalist Reginald Shirley Brooks wrote the obituary as a joke, indicating the level that 
he felt English cricket had fallen to; he felt that with that one loss, English cricket had 
effectively died. 
 
  
The joke caught on, and the following year Ivo Bligh the English Captain declared that he 
would ‘recover those Ashes’ on the team’s forthcoming tour of Australia.  This idea of 
‘the Ashes’ of English cricket being played for each year captured the imagination of the 
public, and it was not long afterwards that the English team was presented with an urn 
of ashes after their win against the Australians.  The concept of ‘The Ashes’ was born, 
and an urn of ashes – in varying forms – has been the prize for the victors ever since.  
 
 
The beginning of March marks an important date in the Church’s year: Ash Wednesday.  
On Ash Wednesday we recall our own sinfulness – our distance from God – as we go into 
the time of preparation that is Lent.  As a sign of this, during the Ash Wednesday service 
ashes are placed on the forehead in the sign of the cross, along with the words 
‘remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return’ or ‘repent, and believe in the 
Gospel’ being spoken to the penitent. 
 
 
Just like the concept of ‘The Ashes’ in the world of cricket, the ashes that we receive on 
Ash Wednesday are both a sign of loss and gain, of sorrow and of joy.  We are sorrowful 
for our sinfulness and failure, but joyful in the forgiveness that God offers to those who 
are penitent.  Just as the Ashes were a sign of the English cricket team’s ‘death’ and 
subsequent ‘re-birth’ when they won the following year, so too the ashes of Ash 
Wednesday represent for us our death to sin and those things which distance us from 
God, and our ‘re-birth’ as God’s forgiven people. 
 
 
2017 will be the seventieth series of the Ashes since its beginnings in 1882.  
Unfortunately, we can never be sure of England’s ability to take the Ashes home with 
them, but Ash Wednesday reminds us that we can be sure of God’s forgiveness for us, as 
we come to him in penitence and faith. 
 

Rev’d Felix 
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 HUNGARTON & KEYHAM WI NEWS 

 
February Meeting: What a relaxing evening we all had with a 
“Colour Therapy” evening.  This all came about after W.I. 
members read an article in W.I. Life.  Colouring in quite 
intricately detailed patterns with whatever colour took your 
fancy.  Most of us chose the picture designed by Suzy Ross, the 
professional illustrator but, my, all finished pictures looked so 
different!  Colour therapy is all the trend at the moment but 
seriously it can have a positive outcome for many people.  
Focussing on the colouring-in helps take away anxieties, 
overcoming cravings such as smoking.  Colouring-in brings out 
the inner creative flair, something we all did as children, I 
enjoyed it, maybe you would too. 
March Meeting: Monday 20th in Keyham Village Hall, 7.30 pm.  
SPEAKER-June Norris was asked to serve the Queen’s lunch at The 
Richard III Celebrations.  This is an open meeting, everyone is 
welcome. 
April Meeting: “Our Travels” Monday April 24th at Keyham 
Village Hall, 7.30 p.m.  W.I. members will give a short account of 
their holiday; home or abroad. 
May Meeting: Monday 15th W.I. Resolutions 
Hungarton Village Hall 7.30 p.m. 
June Meeting: Monday 19th W.I. Garden Meeting & Picnic 
Quenby Hall 7.00 p.m.                           
Marie Lloyd (President Hungarton & Keyham W.I.) 
 

Strictly Stays in Keyham 

 
 
A further 6 weeks dancing has been arranged starting on Tuesday 
Feb 21st at 7pm in the Village Hall.  Our instructor Rebecca is 
excellent & each week goes through the steps from the previous 
week before proceeding further.  So far, we have been shown 
basic steps for the cha-cha-cha, foxtrot, quick-step, tango & rock 
& roll.  Only a nominal fee is payable as Keyham Charities has 
kindly donated the majority of the cost. 

If you’re interested, please let Mair know on 2595364 

 
 

AGA LOUT 
Gone are the duvet snuggled nights; 

Cool clean rising Spring invites 
Not snoozing now, but on the tiles 
While senses feel the air for miles. 

 
Paws pull quicker on practise flies, 

Ears tune to rustles and mousy sighs, 
While whiskers signal a close encounter 

In closet space, where creatures saunter. 
 

How this angst will energize my flowering- 
And stretch my senses with universal powering; 
But then outside the house I see a raining moat 

And toilet needs sure mean a saturated coat. 
 

So just once more with mother Aga curl 
And let the great outdoors its harder side unfurl, 

While this sleek bundle grows just a little fat- 
For after all I am a lovely cat. 

 

Baa 
The elastic of a lamb, 

That leaping bouncing bundle 
Of flouncing, fleecy fun, 

Its bleat a milk alert 
That’s, in a flock, a heard 

For a limping mum, 
A loyal trusting bond 
Until fleecing comes. 

 
Oddly 

 


