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Flooded brook in Snows Lane Photo: Vicky 

 
Covered in snow a few days later Photo: Richard S 

 

More “Wintery Scenes in Keyham” on Page 8 
 

February: If I can’t see you… 
 
Anyone who has ever had anything to do with small 
children will remember a time when they were utterly 
convinced that if they can’t see you then you can’t see 
them!  So… just closing your eyes, hiding under the duvet 
or the table cloth would make everything go away!! 
 
Oh to be 3 again.  Sometimes as an adult I wish that 
there was a way to just make things disappear, if I can’t 
see it then it doesn’t exist – so tempting.  Yet I have 
discovered in the years since my own children’s toddler 
moments (let alone my own) that life doesn’t really work 
that way. 
 
Unseen things can be very real.  Covid-19 has taught us 
that really clearly, we can see the damage it does but we 
can’t see the virus itself, we don’t see it being 
transmitted, we just know when it has been (mostly). 
 
As I write this it is still January, we have taken the 
decision to stop services, the Government requirement 
that those attending do not ‘mingle’ with anyone else, no 
stopping to talk, to check how you are, no asking after 
loved ones, no caring for one another… that is not the 
church family I know so under those restrictions we can’t 
meet in person.  Of course we can do all of that on Zoom 
– as well as sing – and we will continue to do so, but 
gathering together is about so much more than being in 
the building. 
 
Christmas was quieter in church, I missed all those 
regular Christmas attenders who couldn’t be there, I 
missed all those who needed to stay at home and stay 
safe.  A year with no Easter services, small and simple 
Christmas services and still I am not yet certain about 
Easter 2021…. hopeful but not certain by any means. 
 
Faith of course is dependent on our understanding of the 
unseen, God cannot be seen and touched, yet the 
presence of God can be felt and the actions of God seen 
in those who belong to the family of God.  This is what 
gives me hope. 
 
What is yet to come? I don’t know, God only knows, but 
I’m trusting that God who knows is God who loves and 
cares for us.  I pray that in the unknown we will be able 
to find peace and to know we are loved with those 
closest to us. 
 
Revd Alison 
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Chairman’s Update January 2021 

The reported highways sign at the Hungarton Lane/Ingarsby Road junction has now been rectified. 

The large pothole on Ingarsby Road just before the Hungarton Lane junction has been reported for 

repair as have the kerbs near the Village Hall and Dog & Gun car park entrance and outside Fox End.  

As we continue to experience strange times, trying some new walks may be something for you…if so, 

this website has lots of walks outlined across Leicestershire, available to download and print for free! 

https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/leics 

Planning applications: 

Erection of a conservatory to the rear elevation, erection of a glazed annex to the front elevation, 

extensions to and conversion of attached outbuildings and garage to form residential annexe, re-

roofing and alterations to roof including the insertion of dormer windows, roof lights and roof 

lanterns and replacement of metal casement windows and associated repairs and alterations  

Keyham Hall Ingarsby Road Keyham Leicestershire LE7 9JU 

Ref. No: 20/02046/LBC | Validated: Mon 21 Dec 2020 | Status: Pending Consideration 

 

Erection of a conservatory to the rear elevation, erection of a glazed annex to the front elevation, 

extensions to and conversion of attached outbuildings and garage to form residential annexe, re-

roofing and alterations to roof including the insertion of dormer windows, roof lights and roof 

lanterns and replacement of metal casement windows and associated repairs and alterations  

Keyham Hall Ingarsby Road Keyham Leicestershire LE7 9JU 

Ref. No: 20/02045/FUL | Validated: Mon 21 Dec 2020 | Status: Pending Consideration 

 

New access, driveway and hardstanding with fencing and gates (part retrospective) Open for 

comment 

Land Adjacent Pumping Station Snows Lane Keyham Leicestershire 

Ref. No: 20/02028/FUL | Validated: Fri 18 Dec 2020 | Status: Pending Consideration 

 

Installation of a mobile home for a temporary worker's dwelling and erection of an agricultural 

building (revised scheme of 19/00949/FUL)  

Dandelion Farm Ingarsby Road Keyham Leicestershire LE7 9JU 

Ref. No: 20/00447/FUL | Validated: Fri 24 Apr 2020 | Status: Pending Decision 

 

Anna 

chairman@keyhamparish.org.uk 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/leics
https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=QLKRGWHWLLP00&activeTab=summary
https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=QLKRGWHWLLP00&activeTab=summary
https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=QLKRGWHWLLP00&activeTab=summary
https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=QLKRGWHWLLP00&activeTab=summary
https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=QLKRGTHWLLO00&activeTab=summary
https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=QLKRGTHWLLO00&activeTab=summary
https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=QLKRGTHWLLO00&activeTab=summary
https://pa2.harborough.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=QLKRGTHWLLO00&activeTab=summary
mailto:chairman@keyhamparish.org.uk
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 New Arrival in Kings Lane 
 

 
Bambi 

 
Bambi is another very welcome waif and stray that has 
come to the Skelton household.  For those who may 
notice this new Keyham resident she’s quite shy, but 
neutered and so far, well behaved.  If she does cause any 
havoc, please let us know.  Thank you.  Sarah 

 
Mystery Object 

 
Can anyone identify this mystery object? 
 
It is a round concrete slab, 15 inches/38cm in diameter 
with a steel rod in the centre and is part of a national 
infrastructure network.  The object is embedded in the 
verge on the Ingarsby Road opposite the junction of the 
footpath across ‘The Bullock Field’ (next to Nether Hall). 
 
Answers to KN. 
 
Steve 

 

 
Dog and Gun News 

 
Firstly, may I take this opportunity to thank you all 
for your amazing support for the pub. 
 
Both myself and Jason have simply been 
overwhelmed.  We genuinely appreciate it and we're 
deeply proud to be part of a close knit community. 
 
Saturday, marked the start of our weekly market. 
 
This is something that we intend to carry on doing 
once the lockdown is over.  Following today, we 
have made the decision to start the market at 10am 
as opposed to 8am, as we felt 8am was too 
early.  The end time will remain at 2pm. 
 
 I'm delighted to say, we were once again, extremely 
well supported by the village. 
 
We are also considering a ' Monday Club'.  An 
evening where we have a meal at the reduced price 
of £5.  The Monday Club will only be available to the 
residents of Keyham.  It's a small 'thank you' from us 
for your support.  We will update you all very soon 
with more details. 
 
Until next time, stay safe and keep well. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Angie and Jason 
The Dog and Gun 
 

Everards Brewery has issued a very interesting 
and positive Press Release about the Dog and 
Gun.  See page 4.  Ed 

 
 

Keyham News Deadline: 
The deadline for 

KN March edition is 
Sunday 28th February 

Articles and photographs to 
The Lodge or 

jandm.hughes@btinternet.com 
@copyright Keyham News 2021 

 
 

mailto:jandm.hughes@btinternet.com
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Press release: 26th January 2021 

Angela and Jason started a pub business in the middle of a 
Pandemic and they have already made a great impact on the 
village. 
 
In September 2020, during the middle of the Covid-19 
pandemic, Angela and Jason took over the reins at The Dog & 
Gun in Keyham. In what has been the toughest period on 
record for hospitality, Angela and Jason have quickly made an 
impact with locals, putting the pub firmly back at the heart of 
the village community. 
 
The Dog and Gun is a picturesque pub in the beautiful village 
of Keyham, approximately five miles from Leicester. The pub 
is best described as a destination site due to its location, and 
it acts as a perfect stop off for walkers, cyclists and horse 
riders, all of which frequent the pub. 
 
As parents to two young children, Jason and Angela's choice 
of pub was incredibly important. Angela explains, "Our main 
attraction to the Dog & Gun was its building style and 
location. We had been in talks with Everards for almost two 
years to help us find the right pub. The ideal site had to be 
safe for our two young kids to grow up in, and we wanted it 
to be community focused, where everyone knew each other.” 
 
Jason is a qualified chef by trade, counting film stars in 
Cannes amongst his former dinging guests, so a quality food 
offering was always in the couple’s agenda. "We needed 
somewhere that could offer adequate catering facilities to 
enable us to provide the kind of meals we pride ourselves in." 
 
Angela and Jason were quick to immerse themselves into the 
heart of the community and used the lockdown period 
to open a village shop inside the pub. The shop began by 
selling essentials including tinned food, toilet roll, bread and 
eggs, which then grew to include fresh meat, cheese and 
newspapers. They also offer a shopping service that is free of 
charge to the residents of Keyham who are unable to get to 
the supermarket because of the current situation.  

 

 
"From the moment we moved in, we had very firm 
ideas and plans of how we wanted to run the pub. 
Those plans included introducing a village shop, 
offering a takeaway service, and becoming somewhere 
that people felt not only safe but welcome.” 
 
Their commitment to the community also saw them 
hold Christmas markets throughout December, which 
helped to raise over £200 towards making scrubs for 
the NHS. The pub also donated several hundred 
pounds worth of presents to children whose parents 
were struggling financially. 
  
When Jason and Angela took over at the Dog & Gun it 
had been closed since March, but now success of the 
pub’s takeaway offer, they have started to bring staff 
back in. Angela added, "Whilst we are nowhere near 
our normal level of takings each week we are getting 
busier and staff are especially needed at the weekend 
when demand is particularly high.” 
 
During December the pub offered a 3 course lunch for 
£19.95 and such was the demand they began taking 
bookings for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, 
eventually supplying takeaway Christmas dinner for 
over 130 locals. Whilst by next Christmas it’s certainly 
hoped that drinkers will be back inside the pub, the 
takeaway Christmas lunches are something that Jason 
and Angela plan to continue. 
  
As with everyone in the hospitality trade and beyond, 
Jason and Angela are looking forward to life post-
lockdown. There are plenty of plans at the pub for 
summer and beyond with beer festivals, summer fetes 
and weekly BBQs high on the agenda. Jason and Angela 
also plan to market the pub as a wedding venue, which 
Angela and Jason will be testing first hand when they 
tie the knot themselves this summer. 
  
Having taken the time to work with Everards to find 
the perfect site, now there is no looking back. "For 
anyone looking to take on a pub, from a personal 
perspective, look no further than Everards. Unlike 
other companies Everards ARE very family orientated, 
being a family run business themselves, that 
philosophy is at the core of any dealings.” Angela 
added, "Everards in short, have gone above and 
beyond for their licensees. They have shown such 
loyalty and support and in return, we will do the 
same." 
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Letters from America 

 
For a number of years a relative and friend of John and Sue Letts used to visit Keyham.  She would time her 
visits from Chicago to coincide with Open Gardens and enjoyed helping Sue and Sandra with the legendary 
lunches in the Village Hall. 
 
Barbara is an avid reader of Keyham News and we have recently exchanged emails.  Here are some edited 
highlights…… 
 

(Just before Christmas) 
 
Hi John and Margaret, 
 
Not too cold yet and a few snow flurries once so not bad. 
 
I still look at the Keyham News each month.  I enjoyed my stay there so much and feel I got to know a lot of 
people there.  I think village life is so nice - you know all the people and everyone works together for the 
various events, not like big towns where you don't know many of your neighbours. 
 
I had thought about coming over this year for Open Gardens since I haven't been over in a number of years.  I 
then saw that you couldn't find someone to step up and be in charge so it was cancelled (that is one of the 
problems with jobs like that - you do such a good job, no one can replace you!)  Actually, it turned out to be 
good because there is so much work that goes into the planning for it and then it would have had to be 
cancelled because of the virus anyway. 
 
You sent a "funny" about Trump a while ago which I have shared with some folks here and they really enjoyed 
it - the one about the plane.  I have someone who sends me some cartoons so I've attached a couple.  I was 
worried that if he lost he would have to be taken out kicking and screaming and that is basically coming true.  
There was a documentary on TV about his life and I guess he has been like this since he was young.  He can't 
accept losing and will do just about anything to get his own way.  I looked up narcissism and I think he ticks 
about all of the boxes.  Unfortunately, even if he isn't president, I think he will do everything he can to disrupt 
things. 
 
I have been watching the information on Brexit and it looks like they aren't coming to any agreement which 
will mean complex and expensive interactions with the rest of Europe.  Nothing is easy these days. 
 
I hope you have all been safe from the virus.  It is scary stuff!  I am kind of hibernating, just going grocery 
shopping and a few other places.  I guess you folks are just outside the Leicester red zone so have a little more 
freedom than Leicester.  The English folks seem to adhere to the rules and restrictions a lot better than the 
Americans.  There are too many people who just feel they can do whatever they want and don't need to wear 
masks or anything (part of that is all the Trump statements and actions I think!). 
 
I have been thinking of you all. 
 
Stay safe and healthy and have a Merry (Happy) Christmas! 
 
Barbara 
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Letters from America (continued) 

 
(Just after Christmas) 

 
Hi John and Margaret, 
 
I hope you both had a great Christmas.  It was 
certainly a different kind of Christmas this year!   
 
Hope you are keeping safe in Keyham and able to 
get your vaccination. Starting Monday, I'm eligible 
to get one but there are so many people eligible 
and not enough vaccine so it may be quite a long 
time before it is my turn! 
 
I found a few photos from long ago (2005).  Each 
time at Open Gardens, I would work in the kitchen 
and make up the ploughman's lunch plates (hadn't 
known what was included before!), serve, wash up 
and clean tables.  I didn't try to answer people's 
questions too much after a boy asked for some 
food and I hadn't a clue what he was talking about 
- that's the British-American translation problem! 
 
I did enjoy my trips to Macro as well to pick up all 
the food.  The barbeque Sunday night was a nice 
end to all the hard work and fun and a chance for 
everyone to get together and enjoy a time of 
relaxation. 
 
I do miss my visits to Keyham but I don't think I will 
be traveling anywhere for a while! 
 
I was looking on the internet and found some 
newspaper front page photos about Trump leaving 
and thought you might enjoy a couple.  I did think 
he wouldn't want to leave but it was even worse 
than I thought.  I think he was able to manipulate, 
lie, bribe, threaten, etc. all the time to get 
whatever he wanted all his life.  He was still trying 
to overturn the election up to the last minute.  I 
guess this was a reality check for him!  I fear 
though, that he will still be trying to disrupt 
everything even though he isn't in charge 
anymore.  At least they got rid of his twitter 
account! 
 
Stay safe and healthy! 
 
Barbara 

 
 

 

 
Serving KOG lunches with Sue, Suzanne and Sandra 

 
At the KOG BBQ with Steve and Sue 

 
Goodbye Trump 
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Working Week 

 
Monday is a moan day 

and Tuesday chews it over 
so Wednesday marries things 

to conceive a Thursday 
which surely needs a drink 
before the dish of Friday 

when you could be battered 
and done then to a turn 
ready for your Saturday 

the rear end of the week 
just behind that Sunday 

which has a ----------------brighter view. 
 

The Grandfather 
 

Standing at attention 
my countenance sustains 

correctness of content 
with the certain grace 

of hands that do not grasp 
but grip eternity 

time’s escapement caught 
by a weighting gravity 

in just a tick that leaves 
to fasten in an ear 

and infect the mind 
with my present time. 

 
Not a Trip 

 
There was a fall 
the other day 

which immobilised 
the village 

but the plaster caste 
was soon cut away 

allowing steps to spring. 

 
Owl Raid 

 
The silent silhouette 

of asdic energy 
soaring on a moonbeam 

identifies its victim 
as the target for tonight. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sleigh Time 
 

Winter’s blade 
has whetting winds 

sharpened then to cut 
with a moan that smothers 

nature’s silence roosting 
ready for a spring. 

 

The Punctuate 
 

This is a type of life 
often seen in chapters 

as it runs in lines 
leaving marks of pause 

making just a stop 
upon a settled comma 

before it has a dash 
for fields of firm conclusion 

though it is sad to see 
that caught in internets 

it may now face extinction. 
 

Black Hole 
 

There is a place in space 
where man will try to go 
but it has always been 

an abortive venture 
into that other world 

where everything must land 
always upside down 
or on its sticky side 

and the goodies living there 
evading any contact 
all don hairy coats 

to blend with what’s around 
in the wood of many legs 
so do not venture there 
unless you really must. 

 

Thought for the Day 
 

My lady fears the cold 
yet her favourite flower 

is the freesia. 
 

 

Retiring 
 

I fell asleep with lassitude 
and in that calm embrace 

the world just slipped away 
so I am now her lover 
and often steal away 

to enjoy our times together 
sometimes twice a day. 

 

A Viral Time 
 

We have become infected 
with a rabid plague 

which has telling symptoms 
in diarrhoeas of news 

itches of irrational 
coughs of condemnation 

and in serial cases 
rashes of reporters 

which create a putrid mass 
as many boils to press 
which never go away 

though some still seek a cure 
with the leach of litigation. 

 

A Silent Plot 
 

In that trial of weather 
the conspiracy of snow 

to hinder life with beauty 
was exposed for all to see 
and the public in a gallery 

sprang up to applaud 
the sentence of a melt. 

 
 

Oddly 
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Frozen Van Windows Photo: Jamie 

 
Snowman at One Oak Photo: KN 

 
View across Keyham Valley from KNHQ Photo: KN 

 

 

 
Keyham from Covert Lane Photo: Richard S 

 
Early morning on the bridleway beyond Snows Lane 

Photo: Richard S 


