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 Diary Dates 
December: 
2nd Over-60’s Lunch 
 Dog & Gun 12:30pm 
5th W.I. Christmas Party 
12th Ladies Flower Group Dinner 
 7:30pm (details below) 
18th Keyham Christmas Lunch 
 Keyham Village Hall 12:30pm 
 

Church Services 
December: 
4th 9am Holy Communion (Hungarton) 
11th 9am Holy Communion (Keyham) 

4pm Christingle and Carols (Hungarton) 
15th Thursday 6.30pm 
 Carol Service (Keyham) 
18th 10.30am Journey to Bethlehem, a short 

moving service for all ages; 
beginning in the Market Place (Billesdon) 

24th Christmas Eve:- 
11am Crib Service (Keyham) 
5pm Crib Service (Hungarton) 

25th Christmas Day:- 
9am Holy Communion (Hungarton) 
9am Holy Communion (Keyham) 

January: 
1st New Year’s Day:- 

11am Holy Communion, for the Benefice 
(Billesdon) 

6th Friday 10am Epiphany Service 
(Hungarton) 

8th 9am Holy Communion for Epiphany 
(Keyham) 

 

Church Flower Rota 
December: ADVENT: No flowers until Carol 
Service on 15th (Joint Effort). 
 

Flower Group Christmas Dinner 
 
The hosts this year are as follows:- 
  

Starters at Sandra Price’s home 

Main course at Elizabeth Henderson’s home 

Puddings at Ros Atkin’s home 

  
Please let me know if you will be attending asap 
but NO LATER THAN Monday 5th December. 
  
Sandra Tel: 2595681 

As usual, there are lots of exciting things going on in 
Keyham in December.  For a full list please refer to the 
“Diary Dates” opposite but below is a reminder of some 

key events:- 
 

Keyham Christmas Lunch: 
Sunday 18th 

 
If you wish to go to the Village Christmas lunch, please phone 
Mair on 2595364 by Sat Dec 3rd.  The caterers are about to go on 
holiday & need final numbers before they go.  Thank you.  Mair 
 

Keyham Carol Service: 
Thursday 15th 

 
In the Church at 6:30 pm. 

 

Keyham Flower Group Dinner: 
Monday 12th 

 
Contact Sandra by 5th December if you wish to attend. 

 

Keyham Over-60’s Lunch: 
Friday 2nd 

 
In the pub at 12:30 pm for those who have pre-booked. 

 

Village News 
 

Colin Dowsett:  “Very sadly, Colin passed away in the early hours 
of the morning, we are, of course, very upset as he was a fighter 
'till the end, but at peace now.  Fiona & Jane” 
 
Colin's funeral arrangements - The funeral service will be held at 
All Saints Church, Keyham at 10 am on Thursday 8th December, 
(followed by family only cremation) however 'Wild End' will be 
open immediately after the Church Service for all to enjoy a 
drink to celebrate Colin's life.  Can we also please say a huge 
thank you to everyone for their good wishes and lovely cards.  
Many thanks, Fiona and Jane 
 
Sadly Tom Green passed away a few days ago.  Tom was the 
landlord of the Dog & Gun from 1991 for about 10 years.  Tom’s 
funeral is at Loughborough Crematorium at 11:45 on 14th Dec. 
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  The Bike Amnesty 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who donated a bike to 
our recent bike amnesty.  Matt and I were amazed by 
the response once again.  We collected a huge variety 
and condition of bike ALL of which will be used and 
recycled.  Spare inner tubes, tyres and saddle bags 
were also gratefully received.  The sense of 
independence and freedom felt by all recipients of a 
bike is hard to convey, but their gratitude is most 
sincere.  Many thanks again, 
 
Gill Wheeler 
 

 
 
 

All Saints Church 
 
2016 has been a busy year for our church.  It has at last 
gained a lightning conductor and also a wi-fi receiver 
and transmitters to supply high speed broadband to 
the village and surrounding area.  It now has wi-fi itself 
too.  Also the leaky porch roof has been re-slated. 
 
There have been 2 weddings. 
 
The annual Lights Service was held on Sunday 27th 
November for the memory of family and friends.  
Donations of over £140 were received for the 
Alzheimer's Society.  Many thanks again to Peter for 
erecting the tree which looks wonderful, and to all who 
came and participated in the service. 
 
Also on the calendar is the village Carol Service at 
6.30pm on the 15th December.  A warm invitation to all 
to come and enjoy some seasonal music, and good 
cheer. 
 
Richard Windle 
 

Waiting 
 
Traditionally Advent has been a time of waiting, looking 
forward but also looking back, as we prepare to 
celebrate the great feast of Christmas.  Now of course 
it feels like I spend more time ‘preparing’ (which could 
be described as running around like… I don’t know 
what filling every second with my endless jobs list!) and 
sometimes I think I’d really like to spend a little more 
time waiting, quietly, thoughtfully, getting ready in a 
spiritual way for this great celebration. 
 
As you’ll know from my previous articles I usually try 
and get just a little bit of this by having an advent book 
that helps me think and taking a little time out with a 
coffee, but no mince pie, I ‘give up’ mince pies during 
Advent (a bit like Lent) to help me to focus and to keep 
Christmas really special – I can’t tell you how good the 
first mince pie on Christmas Eve is each year!  Often my 
advent reflection book includes poetry and I wanted to 
share this poem with you which I’ve found helped me 
in the waiting and the preparation. 
 

It was Christmas Eve and the World Stood Still 
Poem by Tim Carter 

It was Christmas Eve 

And the world stood still 

Just for a moment 

 

Waiting 

Wondering 

Hoping 

 

Might it be that this time 

This time of all times 

The promise would be fulfilled 

And the wars would end 

And the crying cease 

And the people join hands in unity? 

 

Waiting 

Wondering 

Hoping 

 

Might it be this time 

This time of all times? 

Rev’d Alison 
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PILATES CLASSES 

The ‘drop in’ Pilates classes were a great success with as 
many as 12 villagers enjoying the teaching of Linda Bouch 
(nee Jerman).  The classes catered for all abilities – and we 
hope to offer them again next year. 
 

 

 

Minnie Found! 

Josh and Jess (until recently living in Cottage No. 1) lost 
their cat, Minnie.  Minnie had returned “home” to Keyham 
and is now back with her owners.  It’s hard to leave 
Keyham!  Thanks to all who helped track her down. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

HUNGARTON & KEYHAM W.I. NEWS 

November Meeting:  What a lovely evening 
we had at our November meeting.  “Cynthia’s 
Christmas Craft Evening”.  We were delighted 
to take home after an evening of sewing, a 
Christmas tree decoration, simply made out of 
pretty Christmassy small print cotton, we had 
a round shape cut out to about the size of a 
saucer; after folding in half, right sides inside 
and back-stitching around the curved edge, we 
then proceeded to turn to the right side.  Silver 
or gold beading was then stitched around the 
curved side.  The clever bit came next, folding 
across in three strategic places thus placing 
the beads down the tree as if seated on 
branches, the folds were secured with a stitch 
or two. The decoration was completed with a 
dainty red or green ribbon hanger where a tiny 
star was stitched to cover where we had 
stitched the ribbon hanger to the tree.  This 
was our fourth year of Cynthia’s Christmas 
Crafts, three of them now come out each year 
to put on the tree.  “Memories are keepsakes”, 
aren’t they!  
 
December Meeting: W.I. Christmas Party 5th 
December at Nether Hall Keyham, by kind  
invitation of Elizabeth Henderson, 7.30 p.m. 
It's a Bring and Share Christmas Fare.  Not 
forgetting a wrapped Christmas gift to the 
value of £5.00. 
 
W.I. Group Carol Service: 6th December at 
Ashby Folville Church, 7.00p.m.  Hosts are 
Barsby W.I. 
 
January Meeting:   Monday January 16th 
Hungarton Village Hall 7.30 p.m. where we will 
be joined by Paul Dixon who will talk about, 
“A Farming Year”.  This is an open meeting so 
if you are interested in farming, wondered why 
crops are grown in a certain way.  Why a field 
is ploughed of not.  Why live-stock is moved 
around.  You will surely have all your queries 
answered. 
 
Marie Lloyd 
(President Hungarton & Keyham W.I.) 
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 HOZH’Q 
(Hoe-skk) 

 
The beauty of Life, as seen and created by a 
person, growing from within to permeate 
the Universe and expressing order, 
happiness, balance and harmony; For the 
Navajo North American Indians, the way to 
live. 

 
I wish I could meet 

Those who lived Hozh’q; 
I know they would greet, 

Encompass and warm 
Each living spirit, 

And work for the good 
Of all and our Earth; 

But Red Navajo, 
In clashing cultures 

They said, had to go. 
 

Oddly 
 

Strictly Comes to Keyham? 
 

 
 

Thank you to those who have expressed an 
interest in learning to dance.  
Unfortunately, we haven't yet got sufficient 
numbers for Keyham Charities to fund this 
so if anyone else is interested, please let me 
know asap. 
 
You don't need a partner & all beginners 
are welcome. 
 
PS Paul & Julie know our teacher & say 
she's fantastic! 
 
Mair on 2595364 or email 
mmitchell538@gmail.com 
 

 

PARISH NEWS (Extracted from Keyham Parish Website) 

 
 

The website link is: http://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/ 
 

Keep your eye on the Parish Website for “up to the minute” news and 
any information in KN about upcoming village events etc., will be 

incorporated into the “What’s On” calendar of the website. 
 
Tony Johnson, 
Chairman of Parish Meeting 
 

 

http://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/
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KEYHAM BOOKWORM'S STOCKING FILLERS 
TWISTED RIVER - SIOBHAM MACDONALD and 

BORN TO RUN - BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN. 
 

In the run up to Christmas there are few better stocking fillers than a good 
book.  At this time of the year Bookworm tends to reflect on which authors 
have impressed most during the year and on the autobiography front, who 
delivered a genuine read as opposed to the ever increasing stereotype of 
the X Factor/Strictly age we live in. 
 
As far as impressive authors are concerned step forward Siobhan 
Macdonald, the latest in a long line of thriller writers coming out of Ireland. 
"Twisted River" is Macdonald's debut novel and it is an outstanding 
psychological thriller.  The book gets off to a flying start with the husband 
putting his dead wife's body in the boot of the car just as his kids arrive.  
"Twisted River" then goes back in time exploring how we got to this 
position.  Kate and Mannix live happily with their children overlooking the 
Curragower Falls in Limerick. Hazel and Oscar live happily with their 
children in New York overlooking the Hudson River.  What can possibly go 
wrong I hear you say?  A home exchange is the simple answer to that.  Both 
families have skeletons in the cupboard and when they agree to exchange 
homes for the half term holidays a riveting thriller with no small number of 
twists follows.  This is an outstanding debut novel in a year which has seen 
many high quality new authors appear and Bookworm's Christmas reading 
will undoubtedly include Macdonald's follow up novel "The Blue Pool". 
 
On the 2016 autobiographical front nothing in Bookworm's view comes 
close to Bruce Springsteen's "Born to Run".  Unlike the insipid offerings of 
so many in the music industry this is as gritty as his music.  Covering 
everything from his childhood in New Jersey through to his success with the 
E Street Band Springsteen does not shirk from openly discussing delicate 
matters such as his ongoing battle with depression.  The close link 
Springsteen has with his fans on the music front seems set to be replicated 
on the literary front with the issue of a brutally honest autobiography that 
was seven years in the writing. 
 
It is highly likely prices for these books will vary greatly around the 
Christmas period so Bookworm would suggest KN readers check via the 
Amazon, Waterstones, Goodreads, Barnes & Noble and W H Smith websites 
to get the best price at this time. 
 
2016 has been a vintage year for bookworms everywhere and hopefully 
Santa will bring KN readers the stocking fillers you want. As always happy 
reading and a Merry Christmas to everyone. 
 
Bookworm 
 
PS If you have a football fan in the house you could do much worse than 
put "Wings of a Sparrow" in their stocking.  Hilarious piece of football 
fiction. 
 

 

Christmas & 
 New Year Messages 

Mollie and Jim send Christmas Greetings to 
all our Keyham friends.  Best wishes for 
2017. 

Love and best wishes for a great Christmas 

and happy and healthy 2017 from Matt, Gill, 

Seb, Harry and Felicity. (PS. The drive is now 

finished!!) 

SEASONõS GREETINGS to all friends and 
neighbours.  We also wish you a prosperous 
and healthy 2017.  Carole and Tony 

 
Happy Christmas to all 

Peter & John 

 
Ian, Sophie, Fred and Annie wish all friends & 
neighbours a very Merry Christmas + a happy and 
healthy New Year. Letôs hope 2017 is kind to us 
all! 
 

To all our friends and neighbours- wishing 
you a very happy Christmas and 
wonderful new year-love Sophie, Chris and 
Holly xxx  
 

Maureen and Bill  send our friends of 
Keyham a very Merry Xmas and a Happy 
New Year 
 

Wishing everyone in Keyham a Merry 

Christmas, and a very Happy New Year, 

from the Windles, Richard, Claire, Helen, 

Simon and Alice 
 
ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ YŜȅƘŀƳΦ  aŀȅ 
you know the Peace of Christmas, whether it 
is in the Joy and noise of the Angels song or 
in the quiet of Mary alone with the Christ 
child - treasuring all these things in her heart, 
Ƴŀȅ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ [ƻǾŜΦ  
My prayers are with you.  A very Happy 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭΗέ  Revd Alison 
 
A very Happy Christmas and a prosperous 

and healthy New Year to all our friends and 

neighbours in Keyham from Margaret and 

David Witcomb 
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Giving at Christmastime and Beyond 
 

Last year, a group of Keyham residents met for an enjoyable evening, eating, drinking, socialising and making up 
boxes of gifts for asylum seekers in Leicester.  During the summer a group of asylum seekers with their children were 
treated to a day out in Billesdon, away from the stresses of the city for a brief time.  There was also a successful 'bike 
amnesty' when residents donated their old or unused bikes to be refurbished and put to good use by this vulnerable 
group of people.  Through the City of Sanctuary volunteers, we heard how gratefully all these gifts had been 
received, and what a difference they made to so many living through genuinely very hard and difficult times.  
 
Life is very hard for asylum seekers here, but what must it be like for thousands of displaced people and refugees in 
Syria and Iraq as the fighting continues and wither closes in?  This year, Samara's appeal is looking to support these 
groups (http://www.samarasaidappeal.org).  Aileen Moore from Skeffington is coordinating the collection and 
despatch of donations from Skeffington, Billesdon, Goadby, Hungarton and Keyham.  
 
She suggests that we provide items for care packs.  These include baby gear and toiletries including baby wipes/ 
nappy sacks, nappy rash cream, towels, sponges, bibs, baby soap bars (no liquids), baby vests, sleep suits, blankets, 
cotton wool deodorant, toothbrushes and toothpaste, sanitary towels, combs, hairbrushes etc. etc. 
 
If you would like to help, there is a box in the porch of Keyham church where donations may be left, and we will 
ensure they are safely stored until Aileen picks everything up on 17th December.  More details are available on 
sheets in the porch and village hall notice board.  Aileen can also be contacted on 07980115752. 
 
Claire Windle 

 

 

 

 

http://www.samarasaid/
http://www.samarasaid/
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Keyham News Deadline: 
January Edition 

The deadline for KN January edition is 
Friday 30th December 

Articles and photographs to The Lodge or 
jandm.hughes@btinternet.com 

 
 

….and a very happy Christmas and New Year 

from Mr & Mrs Ed.  Thank you for all your 

contributions throughout 2016.  Special thanks 

to our “regulars”. 

 

  

 

 

Geoff’s on the Wagon 

Our ace KN newshound John Hughes recently 
approached me to inquire what was the strange 
vehicle he could see appearing atop my garden hedge. 

Like the legendary news sleuth that he is, he quickly 
learned the details of the story. 

That is, I have designed and I am building a replica 
1950s Cheshire County Council road menders wagon. 
With a bit of luck I should have it finished by the 
Summer. 

I plan to tow the wagon behind a wee grey Fergie, or 
similar vintage tractor. 

Sue will then wear a Darling Buds of May floral fifties 
dress and we will travel the lanes and byways of 
England having adventures. 

Between the idea 
And the reality 
Between the motion 
And the act 
Falls the Shadow 

I attach a couple of photos of the construction project. 

Geoff 
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