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Litter Pickers about to do battle on 12 March (see opposite and page 6) 

Diary Dates 
April: 
4th Film Night Double Bill in Village Hall 7:30pm 
10th Parish Meeting in Village Hall 7:30pm 
24th WI Meeting Keyham Village Hall 7:30pm 
27th Vestry & PCC Meetings Keyham Church 7:30pm 
 

Church Services 
April: Lent, Holy Week and Easter Services: 

2nd Passion Sunday, 9am Holy Communion (Hungarton) 
9th Palm Sunday, 9am Holy Communion (Keyham) 
Holy Week: 
Monday of Holy Week, 7pm Compline (Keyham) 
Tuesday of Holy Week, 7pm Compline (Hungarton) 
Wednesday of Holy Week, 7pm Compline (Skeffington) 
Maundy Thursday: 
7pm Holy Communion with (optional) foot washing (Billesdon) 
Good Friday: 
10am All Age service, followed by Hot Cross Buns (Billesdon) 
2pm The Crucifixion by John Stainer (Skeffington) 
7pm Evening service for Good Friday (Keyham) 
Easter Eve: 
Saturday 15th April, 12noon children’s service (Goadby) 
Easter Day: 
9am Holy Communion (Keyham) 
 

Church Flower Rota 
April: 
2nd LENT 
9th LENT 
16th EASTER SUNDAY: Joint effort please 
23rd Carole Johnson 
30th Carole Johnson 
May: 
7th Gill Wheeler 
14th Mair Mitchell 
21st Mair Mitchell  
28th Kim Bird 
Sandra 
 

 

A Load of Rubbish 
 

I wanted to say a huge thank you to all those who 
turned out to do the litter picking on Sunday 12 
March.  I was overwhelmed to see 16 people and 
we were able to do far more than originally 
anticipated on roads surrounding Keyham.  In all 
we collected 30 bags of rubbish which were then 
placed next to the bins outside the Village Hall.  
What a service from Harborough District Council 
who collected the very next day! 
 
There are simply too many heroes to thank 
individually but I would like to give a special 
mention to Steve Bailey who not only joined in 
on the day and stayed long into the afternoon, 
but also did a second weekend’s worth on his 
own, collecting 28 bags and loads of other 
strange items. 
 
The intension is to run a second such event in 
June, just before Keyham Open Gardens (I am 
proposing the morning of Sunday 18 June?).  A 
number of people thought it would be good to do 
a social, so we will do just that; tea and cake at 
the Village Hall was mentioned! 
 
In the meantime, I have been thinking of how we 
can keep the areas surrounding Keyham clean.  I 
know a number of you already look after a bit of 
road while you are out walking, cycling, dog 
walking, horse riding etc.  Please let me know if 
you would be willing to look after a little bit, 
maybe taking a small bag with you and picking up 
a few bits while you are out.  If there is sufficient 
interest, I will organise something so we don’t 
duplicate effort.  Also, some of the fly tipping in 
laybys surrounding Keyham is terrible.  If you see 
examples of this while you are out please report 
to Tony Johnson who has a fast-track to HDC.  
Also, if you see somebody committing this crime, 
then please report to the police (a photo or 
number plate would be good); probably best not 
to tackle them yourself! 
 
Please email your thoughts and views.  
 
Richard Skelton 
skeltons2015@yahoo.com 
 
More “Tales from the Litter Pick” on page 6 
 

mailto:skeltons2015@yahoo.com
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  April 
 
Easter is nearly upon us!  The 
Sundays which are left in Lent are 
Passion Sunday, Palm Sunday and of 
course after our journey through 
Holy Week Easter Sunday itself. 
 
This is the second half of Lent and 
you can see that the focus is very 
much to the events at the end of 
Holy Week, to Good Friday, Easter 
Eve and Easter Sunday.  We are 
looking to the story of Jesus, begun 
at Christmas and finding its 
completion now. 
 
The interesting thing to remember 
though is that just like Christmas, 
Easter is not ‘a day’ it is a whole 
season, Easter is 50 days long – it 
always appeals to my sense of who 
God is that our season of feasting 
and celebration is longer than the 
season of fasting! 
 
So as we enter the second half of 
our fasting let us look to the truth 
that awaits us on Easter day and 
beyond… with God there is always 
more joy than sorrow, no matter 
what life throws at us, sometimes 
though we don’t see it until we’re 
looking back. 
  
In the stories of Easter we will hear 
again the Emmaus road.  Two 
disciples who walked with Jesus in 
their sorrow but they didn’t 
recognize him. It was only when it 
was over and they were safely 
inside, sitting at the table for the 
feast, when Jesus broke the bread, 
only then did they see the God had 
been with them the whole time. 
 
May your Lent be nourishing and the 
blessing of the Easter feast be yours 
when it comes. 
 
Rev’d Alison 
 

 

KEYHAM OPEN GARDENS 

  “KOG 2017”  
 
Susan Lansdale and Claire Windle are organising a musical programme for this 
year's Open Gardens.  The Leicester Society of Recorder Players will be guest 
performers on Saturday afternoon, and The Jubilee Singers on Sunday 
afternoon: both groups will perform in a garden marquee.  There will also be 
musical interludes in the Church during the weekend and, weather permitting, 
a roving accordion player!  If you know of any other musicians who might like 
to contribute to the programme, please contact Susan or Claire as soon as 
possible. 
 
General Update...... 
Sylvia Wood and I had a productive meeting with Sophie Page wrt Village Hall 
catering; Sophie took the lead in 2014, myself and Sylvia doing similarly this 
year.  Last time Sophie prepared a rota of helpers needed to do a number of 
preparatory tasks prior to opening, and teams of people needed to support 
the refreshment station during opening times.  We will be following the same 
format this year and will be asking for helpers.  
 
I continue to ask local businesses for raffle prizes; Coles Nurseries, Everards 
and Scraptoft Golf Club have all responded positively along with some villagers 
who are very kindly donating prizes.  We are mindful that our prizes must be 
accessible to all and as such we will be purchasing what will be our top prize of 
a traditional 4-course Sunday Lunch (with wine) for two people on the Great 
Central Railway.   
 
Advertising continues to go well.  Queniborough Gazette already features our 
event on their online calendar which, in addition to the details of the event, is 
accompanied by a photograph of John & Peter’s stunning garden from 2014.  
The WI magazine for April will be carrying an advert too.  I am also producing 
an (electronic version) A5 flyer advertising our event and plan to distribute to 
all those emails on our village database ... please use it to forward onto friends 
and family.  Thank you. 
 
Please don't forget to start accumulating items for our stall holders - pre-loved 
clothes, books, bric-a-brac and plants.  The respective stall holders will be 
ready to take your donations shortly. Please note too that the tombola will be 
a ‘bottle’ tombola this time; hopefully villagers will be able to source (or 
sauce!) a bottle or two from their cupboards.  Sarah Skelton happy to collect 
tombola items from you. 
 
And lastly……….. we haven’t ventured onto the back shelf at the hall as yet to 
examine our props / advertising boards that we use for Open Gardens but 
from memory the ‘sunflowers’ used to show visitors where events are taking 
place / gardens are open were looking somewhat tired last time.  If anybody 
would like to revive them that would be most useful. 
 
Margaret Hughes 
 
 

x-apple-data-detectors://1/
x-apple-data-detectors://2/
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MY DEAR FRIEND 
COLIN DOWSETT 

 
Friendships form in many ways 

And ours was no exception 
It started out by walking dogs 

Ending - true connection 
 

In between those precious years 
Our friendship really flourished 

With chats and super coffee 
Yummy biscuits – truly nourished 

 
Later, family by his side 
And carers to depend 

My aim, to lighten darker days 
When you really need a friend 

 
I miss him oh so very much 

But would not wish him here 
To struggle through the bad times 
When the good times disappear 

 
Love Sylvia 

 

 

 
Keyham Film Night – Double-Bill 

 
Our next screening will be on Tuesday 4th April 
commencing 7.30pm at Keyham Village Hall when our 
films will have a railway theme:- 
 

“Brief Encounter” followed by “This Year, London” 
 

Total duration will be 2 hours.  Brief Encounter needs no 
introduction.  This Year, London was made in 1951 by 
British Transport Films and follows the adventures of a 
group of workers from a Leicester shoe-making company 
who travel down south for a day in the “Smoke”.  To 
quote a review ‘Most of the gents wear suits and ties, and 
the women seem old before their time, and they all 
manage to avoid staring at the camera too often as it 
records their special day.  A valuable social document’.  
 
Tickets £4 as usual, please bring your own refreshments 
and cushions (if you wish to upgrade from the cheap 
seats).  Pay on the door.  
 
Pre-cinema meal offer available from The Dog & Gun; 
choice of menu, plus drink £12. Book directly with the 
pub. Meals from 6pm onwards. 
 
Please support if you can and thank you to those who are 
already planning to come along.  
 
Margaret Hughes 
 
 
 
 

Keyham News Deadline: 
May Edition 

The deadline for KN May edition is 
Sunday 30th April 

Articles and photographs to The Lodge or 
jandm.hughes@btinternet.com 

 
 
 
 

TIP: FOR QUICK, ONLINE ACCESS TO KN SIMPLY GOOGLE: 
“KEYHAM NEWS” 

 
 

mailto:jandm.hughes@btinternet.com
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 KEYHAM BOOKWORM 
WHAT ALICE KNEW by T A COTTERELL 

 
After a couple of months away from dodgy husbands Bookworm 
returns to that increasingly popular theme for this month's 
recommended read.  Why secrets within a marriage form the 
basis of a number of best sellers over recent times I simply do not 
know but "What Alice Knew" is another cracking thriller from a 
new author T A Cotterell.  The theme began as far as Bookworm 
is concerned in February 2015 when the monthly read was Apple 
Tree Yard - seen earlier this year on BBC to much acclaim and 
horror - and has continued ever since. 
 
Cotterell previously worked in the City before deciding to 
become a freelance writer.  He is editor at the research house 
Redburn and having studied the history of art at Cambridge it is 
no surprise that one of the main characters is a portrait artist and 
the book is set in Bristol where Cotterell now lives.  This first 
book is a psychological thriller that will grip KN readers from page 
1 and has twists and turns through to the very last page where 
the ending was very different to what Bookworm expected. 
 
Alice is a portrait artist in a very happy marriage to Ed, a highly 
respected surgeon.  They have two children and a pretty idyllic 
life - always the setting for things to go badly wrong!  Alice is 
driving home late one night from an assignment when she 
receives a call from her oldest child informing her Ed has not 
come home.  At this point the reader will be expecting Ed to turn 
up dead in a ditch.  
 
Not wishing to spoil the tale Bookworm will merely say what 
follows will have KN readers turning the pages late into the night.  
Although there are many references to the art world, 
understandably given Cotterell's background, this is a good old 
fashioned crime novel where the police refuse to let go and 
Alice's life goes from bad to worse.  As each scenario develops 
the book becomes increasingly tense particularly when one of 
Alice's old school friends makes a dramatic appearance.  At no 
time can the reader feel they know where the book is heading as 
Cotterell keeps throwing in events that change everything.  A 
really great debut novel which tests the emotions throughout. 
 
Amazon have it at £3.99 in Kindle and £7.99 in paperback from 
4th May, excl p&p. Waterstones have it in paperback, also from 
4th May, at £7.99 incl p&p. 
 
As always happy reading and best to keep the light on for this 
one. 

 
Bookworm 
 

VILLAGE NEWS 
 
Congratulations to Ruby and Tom on their 
recent wedding at All Saints Church. 
 

 
Ruby on the way to the Church with proud Mum & Dad 

 
Many thanks to all Keyham News readers for 
their support and good wishes for my 
recovery after my accident 3 weeks ago. 
Martin Fisher 
 
KN wishes a speedy recover to another Snows 
Lane “hipster”, Mike Jerman 
 
Welcome to Michael and Hilary Vernon, the 
new residents at Long Meadow Farm. 
 
I've just read that Aviva are changing the 
number 56 bus route and frequency from 
22nd April.  It will now become the number 
55 and run every 20 minutes.  Rich Sherry 
 

Date for Keyham Croquet 2017 
 
We know that many of you like to have 
advance notice of Keyham’s premier sporting 
and social event - “Keyham Croquet”. 
 
This year’s event will take place on Sunday 3rd 
September.  David and Debbi have kindly 
offered Keyham Hall as HQ for the event. 
 
Please put this date in your diary.  More 
information and joining instructions will 
follow later in the year. 
 
John & Margaret, 
Event Organisers 
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Parish News 

This year’s Parish Meeting will be held on Monday 10th April at 19.30 in the Village Hall.  The agenda and 
last year’s minutes can be found by clicking on the “About” section on the village website and going to 
“Council Meetings”.  It would be appreciated if those attending the meeting could read the minutes 
beforehand. 
 

KEYHAM PARISH MEETING: MONDAY APRIL 10th 2017 7.30 p.m. 
AGENDA: 

Welcome by Chairman 
Apologies for absence 

Minutes of last year’s Parish Meeting held on April 19th 2016 
Matters arising from last year’s minutes 

Appointment of Chairman for the meeting and for the forthcoming year 
Appointment of Secretary for the meeting and for the forthcoming year 

Chairman’s report and matters arising from report 
Reports by Chairpersons of the following Committees and matters arising from reports: 

Keyham Charities 
Village Hall 

Conservation 
Keyham News 

Representative of Vicar on PCC 
Village enhancement 

Updates on other activities 
Village financial details for 2015/16/17 

Any Other Business 
 
General Update: Some of the issues below remain unresolved.  I have chased Leicestershire County Council 
for updates.  The issue of the hedge on Keyham Hill needing to be cut was escalated to Simon Galton.  He 
has contacted the land owner directly and he has undertaken to get the tenant to cut the hedge back.  
Awaiting progress.  I have reported the level of rubbish dumping at the derelict farmhouse to Harborough 
and as a result an enforcement order has been raised to ensure that the owner gets the rubbish cleared.  I 
have reported the deterioration of the road (again) on the sharp bend on Keyham Lane.  I have asked 
whether a more robust solution can be found to this recurring problem.  The area is now covered with 
water which I reported to Highways a week or so ago; they have advised me that it may take some time to 
fix as they need to contact the third party who is responsible for whatever is causing the flood.  The 
damaged road surface outside Mayfield Cottage/Barn has been escalated after no progress and as a result 
one kerbstone has been replaced.  Still awaiting completion.  Still determining what to do about a 
replacement for the grit bin on Snows Lane.  Road signs at the junction of Hungarton Lane and Ingarsby 
Road seemed to have become dislodged.  Reported to Highways. 
 
Planning Matters: Please go to the website planning section for any information on Keyham area Planning 
Applications.  The map link is now working so you can look at any application by clicking on the map for the 
appropriate location.  However, all current planning issues will be discussed at the Parish Meeting. 
 
The website link is: http://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/ 
 
Tony Johnson, 
Chairman of Parish Meeting 
 

 

 

http://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/news/2017/02/outstanding-parish-issues
http://www.keyhamparish.org.uk/
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LITTER PICKING TALES FROM THE ROADSIDE 
 
I have totted up the amount of rubbish collected over the weekends of 
the 11/12th and 18/19th March.  The haul of shame comes to: 
 
68 Bags Of General Litter (Bottles, Cans, Wrappers etc) 
10 Car Tyres; 2 Car Batteries; 4 Hub Caps 
4 Fuel Canisters 
2 Microwave Ovens 
1 Bath Suite; 1 Toilet 
Estate Agent's Sign; Office Chair 
BBQ; Carpet 
Kid’s Tri-Cycle; Rope 
Cannabis Plant (Dead) 
 
The drinks of choice amongst the discerning fly-tipper are Lambrusco 
(20+ bottles), K Cider (8.3%), WKD, Red Bull and Costa Coffee. 
 
The litter picked is not just a recent phenomenon.  I found a couple of 
cans with detachable ring pulls which I think went out of production in 
the late 1980’s when the non-removing "Stay-Tab" came in. 
 
After the 19th March the stretch from the village along Keyham Lane 
to the T junction going to Beeby was entirely clear.  Having a ‘Clear’ 
stretch I went out again on Sunday to see how much litter 
accumulates in a week.  I picked 1 and ½ black bin bags including 40 
various drink containers.  Steve Bailey 
 
Vicky and I did from the top of Snows Lane to the bottom of Keyham 
hill - it took us 2 and a half hours!  We collected 6 black bin bags full to 
the brim, 3 sofa cushions, 1 car bumper, 1 condom and 2 pregnancy 
testing kits - both negative!  90% of the rubbish was plastic and glass 
bottles, cigarette packets, crisp packets and anything to do with 
McDonalds.  Anthony & Vicky 
 
I have sent some pics in from the Keyham Litter Pick.  It was a great 
turn out; my partner and I came from Hungarton to help out.  Have a 
blessed day and look forward for the next one!  Charleen 
 
We perhaps should have collated what we collected (anecdotally of 
course) but the strangest thing I found was a used pregnancy testing 
stick.  It was a close shave for the most popular beer cans between 
Carling Black Label and Stella Artois. The winner of the wine section 
was clearly Lambrini.  Rich Sherry 
 
……….we went out this morning and cleared the main road in front of 
the village.  Filled a bag. There's a no speed limit sign on the grass at 
the Hungarton Road junction, and a trailer wheel near the metal gate 
access opposite the Henderson's; both I left as not sure but probably 
not a problem really.  Paul & Julie Emberton 
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ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH HUNGARTON 
AND All SAINTS CHURCH KEYHAM 

 
Annual Vestry Meeting and Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

will be held on Thursday 27th April 2017 in Keyham Church 
 

Communion Service 7.30p.m. 
 
Annual Vestry Meeting at 8.00p.m. 
For the election of Church Wardens. 
“That the parishioners decide that a person maybe elected to the office of Church Warden notwithstanding that he has 
served as a Church Warden for this Parish for six successive periods of office and that the provisions of the Church 
Wardens Measure 2001 with regard thereto shall not apply in relation to the parish of St John the Baptist, Hungarton 
and All Saints, Keyham”. 
Note: Any person living in the parish may vote at this meeting. 
 
Annual Parochial Church Meeting at 8.05p.m. 
Agenda: 
Apologies 
Minutes of the APCM 2016 
Matters Arising from the Minutes 
Reports: Churchwarden 
   Secretary 
   Treasurer 
   Deanery Representative 
Election of Officers: Secretary 
         Treasurer 
         Committee Members 
         Deanery Representatives 
Any Other Business 
Note: Persons nominated for the PCC must be on the Church Electoral Roll. 
 
Cynthia McLauchlan 
PCC Secretary 
 

The Church Electoral Roll and Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

 
Would you like to join the Church Electoral Roll?  It is open to all churchgoers and is revised yearly, although those on it 
need only to reapply every 7 years.  Being on the Electoral Roll does not entail signing up to any additional 
commitments.  However, it does support your church and help the Church show its strength.  This is important in these 
days of reductions in funding for parishes and increasing pressure to become a part of multiple parish benefices.  Five 
years ago we were part of the Houghton on the Hill benefice with Hungarton.  Now our vicar, Alison, serves the larger 
benefice of Billesdon, Goadby with Rolleston, Skeffington, Hungarton and Keyham and as vicars of neighbouring 
parishes retire or leave, their parishes are likely to become incorporated too.  Our share of the cost payable each year 
to the Leicester Diocese is around £4600. It increases by 2% each year and doesn’t include running costs.  If you wish to 
apply to join the Church Electoral Roll, please contact me before 12th April and either way please note that all are very 
welcome to come the Annual Parochial Church Meeting in All Saints Church, Keyham on Thursday 27th April at 8pm, 
preceded by a short service at 7.30pm. 

Richard Windle, Phone 2595281 (chapwin@btinternet.com) 
 

 
 
  
Richard Windle 
Church Warden 
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 HUNGARTON & KEYHAM WI NEWS 

 
SQT: A group of four WI members along with two husbands attended the annual WI science 
question time at Leicester University.  The subject was “New Tricks for Old Dogs” and all we 
knew about it before we got there was that it was about scars.  The lecture, given by Dr 
Christine Puller, was about her research into healing wounds and reducing scarring.  She 
started by explaining the structure of the skin how it heals itself and the reasons we are left 
with scars.  She then told us about her research and her findings.  She found that using 
salbutamol as used in inhalers given to asthma sufferers could reduce the formation of 
scars.  Her research is now ready to be used in human trials which will cost £2.3 
million.  The title new tricks (new uses) for old dogs (existing medicines).  A very enjoyable 
evening was had by all and I am looking forward to next year’s lecture.  Yvonne Bates 
March Meeting: What an inspirational lady June Norris is.  As she demonstrated her skills as 
a pastry chef she gave us a running commentary of her forty years career, firstly as an 
apprentice at Thorn Lighting, meeting inspirational teachers herself who steered her on her 
way joining The Mad Hatter, Sutcliffe Catering, stayed nine years with Mr. Berndt –
Konditorei/Patti sera shop, Clarendon Park Road who incidentally held the Guinness book 
of records for the biggest and heaviest Easter egg for eleven years, it weighed 13 tons.  
Some of us may remember it being featured on Blue Peter?  June rolled out flaky pastry 
with such ease, Eccles cakes were made in minutes, followed by strawberry turn-overs and 
watching the twisted cheese straws being made was a delight.  June’s last eleven years took 
her to Brooksby Melton College where she was lead trainer in hospitality and the accolade 
of her career she was asked to be involved in serving the Queen’s lunch during the 
celebrations of her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee in St. Martins, Leicester.  A very proud 
experience when June’s daughter Kate was asked to silver serve. 
April Meeting: Monday April 24th at Keyham Village Hall, 7.30 p.m. 
May Meeting: Monday 15th W.I. Resolutions Hungarton Village Hall 7.30 p.m. 
June Meeting: Monday 19th W.I. Garden Meeting & Picnic Quenby Hall 7.00 p.m. 
                          
Marie Lloyd (President Hungarton & Keyham W.I.) 
 

80 Not Out 
 

Mine is the god of the hedgerow, 
birdsong’s treat, landscapes of trees, 

a loving touch, wine with friends 
and concert with the canine kind, 

the droning diligence of bees 
with honey’s hallmark qualities 

and other foods infused with love, 
scents that sense in the soul 

to tease imagined life 
and companions past and present 

in treasured memory; 
this is the measure of my days 

in survival’s tail. 
Note: in last line “tail” puns “tale” 

  
Oddly 

 

 
The Nail 

 
In Roman temper 
I’ve marred open 

palms, 
My destiny pointing 
Through timbered 

tissues, 
The deep penetration 

Of slow execution. 
 

Forgive me the force 
Of my unrelenting 
Pinning in penalty 
Limbs on a cross, 
Ending an issue 

But starting a love. 
 

Would that I’d stayed 
In my humble office 

Of creating great ships 
To tack on the seas, 

Building their empires 
In this human world. 

 
Oddly 

 
Notional Park 

 
The Cross in the forest 

Stands on a knoll; 
In silence He hangs 
Alone in the wood 

Which guards the place 
With stillness around, 
Resounding the sound 

Of sacred in life. 
 

The Cross in the forest 
Stands on a knoll; 

In silence He hangs 
Alone in the wood 

Which guards the place 
With stillness around 

That echoes the space 
Where men used to be. 

 
Oddly 

 
 

 


